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THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


About Folks and Things 


Rev. Mrs. Lelah Weatherby is in the 
midst of a series of evangelistic meetings at 
Antioch Church, Galia County, Ohio. 

Rev. J. W. Maxwell, one of the aged 
ministers of the Miami Ohio Conference 
who has been in very poor health for the 
past few years, passed away on December 
7 from his home at Moores Hill, Indiana. 

Brother S. M. Woods recently closed a 
series of meetings with his Sugar Grove 
Church, Fidelity, Ohio, resulting in fourteen 
decisions and many reconsecrations. He 
will begin special meetings at West Union 
this coming Sunday. 

Rev. and Mrs. Clark Denison moved last 
week into the new parsonage at Crown 
Point, and their address will be Rural Route 
4, Dayton, Ohio. They will now have a 
very neat and attractive home near the 
church, and their being on the field will 
greatly increase their effectiveness. 


Defiance College will be represented at 
the great Student Volunteer Convention at 
Indianapolis, December 28 to January 1, by 
a delegation of twelve. We are hoping 
that many of our young people will attend. 
A splendid program has been prepared in 
which the challenge of Christian life service 
will receive the major emphasis. 


Dr. Burnett gives an account in this issue 
of the dedication of the new church at 
Browns Wonder, near Lebanon, Indiana. It 
is a very neat little edifice and will greatly 
help to facilitate better work by that well 
known organization. Dr. Burnett assisted 
in the dedication, Rev. W. P. Kibbey being 
the pastor who has been pushing the work 
to this fine consummation. 


Dr. E. E. Bennett, Cynthiana, Indiana, 
who is ever on the alert for Herald sub- 
scriptions, renewal as well as new, reports 
another member received into the church at 
New Liberty on Sunday, December 9. 
Brother Bennett says that they “a © en- 
deavoring to have a perennial revival, hop- 
ing that the Lord will ‘add to the church 
daily such as are being saved.’ ” 


The ministerial association of Hunting- 
ton, Indiana, has printed a very attractive 
“Winter Program” for its meetings, held 
on the first and third Monday mornings of 
each month. The various pastors of the 
city, including Dr. J. E. Etter, pastor of the 
Christian Church, are scheduled to conduct 
review studies of thirteen books of out- 
standing interest today, covering a wide 
range of religious thought. 


Rev. Nelson M. Heikes, pastor at Free- 
dom, N. H., has prepared a very interesting 
biographical sketch of Rev. Elijah P. Love- 
joy, a famous martyr in the cause of aboli- 
tion, and it has been published in a neat 
booklet by the ladies of the G. A. R. of 
Albion, Maine. Brother Heikes majors his 
story on the courageous stand which Mr. 
* Lovejoy made against slavery and the part 
which his death played in furthering the 
freedom of the press in that day of burning 


hostilities. Many will want to secure and 
read this booklet to refresh their memories 
of those thrilling days. 

For some’years it has been the custom of 
Mr. and Mrs. F. R. Woodward, two of the 
splendid lay workers of the church at Hill, 
N. H., to give the Sunday-school a Christ- 
mas supper on Christmas Eve. But this 
year the school did a beautiful thing in vot- 
ing unanimously to forego this pleasure in 
order that the amount might be turned to 
the help of the Japanese reconstruction 
fund; and voted to add to it the fifteen 
dollars in their birthday bank. Through 
this self-denial they are sending a Christ- 
mas offering of sixty-five dollars to Brother 
Minton for the Japanese relief work. 


One of the very finest practices which 
anyone can adopt is that of making a 
budget for their home and personal ex- 
penses and keeping an exact account of 
where the money goes. We know of a 
number of instances in which this has revo- 
lutionized the financial standing and pros- 
pects of both homes and individuals who 
never were able to save anything until they 
put their expenditures on a_ systematic 
basis. To assist in this, an account book- 
let called “A Budget With a Conscience” 
has been prepared and is the finest thing 
of the kind that we have seen. Brother 
Denison speaks of it in his department this 
week and will be able to furnish them at 
the nominal price of ten cents each. Noth- 
ing would be better for many a home than 
to adopt this plan of handling its living 
expenses. 


With the December 30 issue, The Sunday 
School Herald comes out in a new and very 
much more attractive appearance. Its 
whole make-up is different and it promises 
to be a very much more attractive paper 
for young people. We are happy to see 
that an effort is to be made to integrate our 
Sunday-school lessons and our Sunday- 
school literature with all of the rest of our 
denominational work, and from time to 
time interesting pictures and incidents of 
our own church life and church work will 
be given therein. This is certainly a most 
valuable step and ought to produce a new 
intelligence and a new interest among our 
Sunday-school pupils in things denomina- 
tional. This alone would be sufficient rea- 
son for every school in the denomination to 
take our own literature—but there are 
other sufficient reasons also, one of which 
is that it is being made increasingly inter- 
esting and helpful. 

The Herald has had much trouble in try- 
ing to remember which of our men are en- 
titled to a “D. D.” or other title. Those 
things have never appealed to us in the 
least, and so we keep forgetting every now 
and then to place the title where it belongs. 
To make our troubles worse, no authorita- 
tive list has ever been prepared to which 
we might refer, and we do not know “who’s 
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who” when it comes to D. D.’s. So The Her- 
ald sympathizes quite heartily with the sen- 
timent of a couple of our fellow-editors ‘as 
expressed by The Baptist: 

“Advocates of spelling reform might begin 
by lopping off a few superfluous D. D.’s,” 
says the Religious Telescope. The Baptist 
from the beginning has “lopped” off all de- 
grees tacked to the names of persons ap- 
pearing in our news columns. We have let- 
ters on file protesting against this practice 
of ours. It would give us a fiendish delight 
to print these letters in this column, but 
we would not further humiliate these breth- 
ren. We would save much good paper and 
ink if we could “lop” off the “Reverends” as 
well. Nothing makes us shrink to such 
small proportions as to be addressed in a 
tone of condescension, “Now, Reverend.” 


The work in all of the Dayton churches 
continues to grow in a most encouraging 
manner. Sunday, December 16, the Shiloh 
Sunday-school led all the rest with an at- 
tendance of three hundred, Walnut Hills 
and First Church both went over the two 
hundred mark, Crown Point had one hun- 
dred and thirty-five, the new church in Riv- 
erdale one hundred twenty-two, and Merlin 
Heights upwards of a hundred—thus mak-, 
ing over a thousand in our Dayton Sunday- 
schools that day. The work at Riverdale 
is encouraging beyond our happiest expec- 
tations. Almost a hundred ‘have signified 
their willingness to become charter mem- 
bers as soon as the church is ready to or- 
ganize; and work is now rapidly under way 
on a temporary building which is being 
erected on the lot purchased on North Main 
Street for this purpose. Surely Brother 
Edwin B. Flory, the pastor, and his helpers 
are to be congratulated on the exception- 
ally fine record which they are making— 
and the Miami Ohio Conference may well 
put new enthusiasm into the support: which 
it is giving this laudable enterprise. 


Beginning with this issue Brother W. P. 
Fletcher, the new worker in our Depart- 
ment of Christian Education, will furnish 
the Sunday-school lesson notes for The 
Herald. We wish that you could know 
Brother Fletcher personally and know 
something of the sweetness of his spirit, 
the fine fiber of his mind, and the deep and 
passionate loyalty of his soul for Jesus 
Christ, which he will breathe into these 
notes week after week. We want to ask for 
him the very finest attitude and most pray- 
erful support of our readers and Sunday- 
school teachers who have been accustomed 
to using these lesson helps. His notes will 
be different from those which Brother Eld- 
redge has furnished and which our readers 
have so highly esteemed. Brother Fletcher is 
anxious to try to work certain very definite 
ideas and objectives into these lesson notes 
in order to help our schools onto a better 
basis of study and worship. We are very 
anxious that our teachers and workers give 
his ideas a very fair trial; and we are con- 
fident, if they do, using the program which 
he suggests, that they will find his notes 
peculiarly helpful and will come to esteem 
them as they have those from the pen of 
Brother Eldredze. 
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current life is the fact that just now when the 

spirit of peace and good will of the Christmas time 
should be bursting anew upon the earth, the Church of 
Jesus Christ is having its thought diverted and its spirit 
prostituted by an unusual outburst of contention and 
bitterness among his followers. For many days the 
newspapers, especially those of eastern cities, have 
carried long front-page reports which uncover the shame 
and ugliness of it all to the world and do it in a way that 
leaves great masses of men and women far more un- 
certain as to the value of Jesus Christ and the Rible than 
they were before—and with far less respect and use for 
the Church. So that the article which we print this week 
on “Fundamentalists or Liberals, Which?” is most time- 
ly, and we feel that it may prove a real help in clarifying 
this situation which is doing such serious harm to the 
cause of Christ. Many will not agree with its survey of 
the situation, and certainly not with its analysis of group 
beliefs. But if the Church is not to be torn to pieces, men 
must come to understand what others honestly believe 
and wherein is the cause of their fear and opposition of 
each other. And this article does give what is undoubted- 
ly the very sincere viewpoint of quite a group within the 
Church today. To them there is but a single line of 
cleavage in all this theological controversy, on the one 
side of which are the Fundamentalists and on the other 
side the Liberals. In their mind there are but these two 
groups, so diametrically opposed that there is not the 
remotest possibility of ever reconciling their differences. 


O'= of the most pathetic, yes tragical, things in 


HE article is very candid in declaring that the Funda- 
mentalists are “at heart both separatists and ex- 
clusionists’”—-a most significant fact which a great many 
readers of The Herald have not yet seemed to get into 
their minds. But the issue runs deeper than that yet, for 
Brother Wright has high authority for declaring that, 
“To the Fundamentalist, the Liberal is no Christian at 
all.” In other words, there are no other real Christians 
in all the world except the Fundamentalists! This is the 
main crux to all the present controversy which threatens 
the Church. Certain of the Fundamentalists have argued 
themselves into believing that they alone of ail the Church 
are genuine and Christian, and hence that leaves them no 
other alternative than deliberately and determinedly to 
undertake to split the Church and save at least a remnant 
of it from the everlasting hell to which their speakers so 
freely consign the Liberals. This explains their attitude, 
though it certainly cannot justify the venom and vitu- 
peration which is found in the tirades of many of their 
leaders. And this, too, makes plain why it is that The 
Herald has seemed to oppose the Fundamentalists more 
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than the Liberals when it has contended that the Prin- 
ciples of the Christian Church can countenance no such 
attitude of schism and division among brethren. For 
over an hundred years the Christian Church has stood 
against all such efforts of any one group to dictate the 
beliefs of the Church and excommunicate the others; and 
it has no notion of withdrawing from that position now 
when, as not before in this generation, men need to be 
guaranteed the right of the individual interpretation of 
Scripture. 


OR is the article far wrong in its description of cer- 

tain Liberals. There is hardly any extreme to which 
some who pride themselves upon being libera] thinkers 
have not gone. If they have any affirmative faith what- 
ever in God or Jesus Christ that is of any use to a man 
who is down and out and needs a Savior, they have been 
very careful never to divulge it. If they believe that 
Jesus Christ is infinitely different in his values to human 
life from Buddha or Aristotle or Mary Baker Eddy, they 
certainly have not made it plain. And if they feel that 
the Bible has an intrinsic merit as a revelation of God 
which gives it a place and power different from all other 
books, one would never guess it from the manner in 
which they handle the Scriptures in public. They give 
no constructive thinking, no affirmations of royal value 
to a human soul, no hint that they themselves have ever 
had any experience with pain and sorrow and struggle 
and aspiration and the need of God, no intimation that 
they have ever enjoyed a conscious fellowship with Jesus 
Christ, and surely no indication that they know anything 
at all about men and women and their needs and their 
hopes and their despairs. If this is not a fair judgment 
of this type of Liberals, it is their own fault; for surely 
they have not made any helpful affirmations ring out clear 
and distinct in their teachings. They give the impression 
of having a regular phobia of incredulity and irreverence 
for anything biblical, coupled with the strangest delight 
and reverent credulity for all the writings and phil- 
osophies of the ancient heathens. And in their obsession 
to be “scientific” they have proven themselves utterly un- 
scientific by becoming-blind devotees of mere physical 
science, and have surrendered their leadership and re- 
search in the science of the spiritual powers and processes 
in God’s universe—though there is no other one thing of 
which the world and the scientists themselves are more 
in need just now than that these spiritual powers and 
processes shall be fully explored and discovered, the one 
thing above every other which all prophets of God and 
religious leaders of men are under imperative obligation 
to do. But worse yet, and this is another crux of the 
matter, this type of Liberals, with their single-track 
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minds that think and talk only in the narrow field ir. which they 
delight to make controversy, have equaled the extreme Funda- 
mentalists themselves as irritants in .the Church, like them be- 
lieving that they themselves are in a little class all their own and 
the only capable and trustworthy handlers of the Truth. 


But though these descriptions fit a certain type of Fundamental- 

ist and a certain type of Liberal, they do not describe by far 
the great majority of the membership of the Church today. To 
divide the whole Church up into just two classes may seem a very 
simple and easy method of disposing of this theological muddle, 
but it is far from the facts of the case. For there are literally 
millions of men and women who can not be classified in either of 
these two extreme groups and who do not believe what Brother 
Wright says the Fundamentalists and Liberals believe. Most of 
them as yet are conservatives—fundamentalists, perhaps, but not 
with a capital F. And the rest may be termed liberals, though they 
are disclaimed and looked upon as either ignoramuses or down- 
right cowards and deceivers by the little group of Liberals who 
spell it with a capital L. And these two elements make up the 
great body of the Church of Jesus Christ and are doing the great 
body of the work which is being done and furnishing the great 
proportion of the workers and the money which is being furnished 
to forward the Kingdom of our Lord and Christ. They live to- 
gether and work together side by side in the same churches in 
perfect peace; and while the extremists go battlewhacking and 
fussing with one another and calling each other bad names, and 
smashing good will and splitting churches and communities, these 
others go right along in sweet fellowship and happy co-operation 
in the work of the Master for the good of humanity. There is 
every shade of theological opinion in this great group, but they 
do not make any fuss about it; for they do not major on intellectual 
opinions but upon spiritual loyalties and verities. This great 
rumpus about intellectual belief is so useless as to be silly. The fact 
of the matter is that a vast majority of the people can neither 
accept nor be helped by the crude concepts of religion and life 
which grow out of the rank literalistic legalism of the Funda- 
mentalists on the one hand or the denatured and impersonal Chris- 
tianity that results from the cold and sometimes flighty intellect- 
valism of the Liberals on the other. Folks, the common average 
folks of this land, do greatly need-help to readapt their ways of 
thinking and their methods of using the Bible to harmonize with 
their growing knowledge in many lines of science; but it is cruel, 
and may turn out disastrous to them, to plunge them into con- 
fusion and despair with ill-assorted statements and arguments for 
which they have no intellectual groundwork and training whatever. 
It is bad pedagogy and worse Christianity. 


O what is needed more than anything else in the Church right 
now is for plain sanity to assert itself. Those extreme Funda- 
mentalists need to realize how absolutely unfair and untrue are 
their accusations and the suspicions they are creating so far as 
most liberals are concerned. So far as the writer knows, there 
is not a liberal in our denomination who believes what Brother 
Wright says the Liberals believe. They are not legalists nor 
literalists, and yet the Bible is to them the Word of God in a most 
real and vital sense. They do not accept the substitutionary theory 
of the atonement, and yet Jesus Christ is a most real and only 
Savior to them—both theologically and experimentally. They be- 
lieve in evolution, but believe that God is back of it all and in it 
all—and the idea that man came naturally from a monkey is a joke 
to them. There is not one of them who believes in character by 
natural development but by the spiritual processes of God in 
Christ Jesus. They do not handle nor look upon their Bibles as do 
the Fundamentalists nor agree with them in many things, nor even 
with the fundamentalists; but they are as evangelistic in spirit, as 
devout in the purposes of their lives, as loyal to Jesus Christ and 
as sacrificial for the work of the Kingdom as are any who can be 
found in the Church today. Any other estimate of them is a mis- 
representation and a libel. Working with them is that great group 
of conservatives, with many shades of belief and a thousand and 
one conceptions of truth that do not agree with the extreme 
Fundamentalists. And they are as sweet and fine in their lives as 
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it is possible for men and women to be, earnestly Christian, 
thoroughly loyal to the spirit and objectives of Jesus Christ, and 
ready to spend and be spent to the uttermost for him. These two 
groups which merge into one with imperceptible demarcations com- 
pose the great body of the Church of Christ and are carrying by 
far the greater part of the work of the Kingdom. Yet the 
extremists, the daily press, the outside world, do not seem to know 
that there is such a class in existence. No name has yet been 
found for this greatest and most important group of the Church. 
We are neither Fundamentalists nor Liberals, as those terms are 
now being used. It is high time that some name be found which 
will distinguish the rest of us from the extreme factions and maka 
known to the Church and to the world that men and women can be 
thoroughly conservative in their views without being hostile and 
disruptive, or thoroughly modern and constructive in their beliefs 
without being either rank materialists or negative and destructive 
controversialists. There is scarce anything that the Church and 
the world need more right now than for this greatest body of 
Christian believers to assert themselves and make known the 
winsome beauty and compelling power of their faith in real Chris- 
tian liberty and fellowship, 


A Glorious Example of Prayer 


E wish that it were possible for every member of the Chris- 
W tian Church to know intimately the sweet spirit and the 

beautiful personality of Dr. J. W. Wellons, now of Elon 
College, North Carolina, so lovingly known throughout the South- 
ern Christian Convention as “Uncle Wellons.” But though it will 
never be possible for them to know him in person, we do want all 
to come to know something of the deep faith and the practice of 
prayer which have made him a rea] tower of strength even in these 
later years of his life—years that so many, even of Christian men 
and women, think of as being beyond the time of service. He will 
pass his ninety-ninth mile stone with the coming of this New Year, 
and of course is no longer so vigorous of body as once he was; 
yet.in a most essential sense, he is one of the really vital factors in 
the work of our church in the Southland. We are very sincere in 
making this appraisal of the service which he is rendering, and we 
are confident that many of our southern brethren will agree with 
our estimate. For it is to the power and influence of his prayers 
that they give much credit for that which has been accomplished 
in the remarkably successful campaign for funds for Elon College 
since the fire. 


Uncle Wellons in these later years has made his home in the 
college dorm at Elon. On his door is a little card which indicates 
whether the visitor is welcome or whether this grand old man of 
God is at prayer and desires to be undisturbed. For hours at a 
time he fervently implores God for certain specific and definite 
things which rest as a burden upon his heart. Undoubtedly this 
praying has released vast volumes of spiritual power for the work 
of our church. President Harper does not hesitate to attribute 
much of his remarkable success in the securing of great gifts to 
these prayers of Uncle Wellons. So thoroughly does he believe in 
their effectual and indispensable value that he has made it a prac- 
tice to tell Uncle Wellons the exact hours when he will be en- 
gaged in the actual solicitations of large gifts; and during those 
hours this splendid father of Israel remains closeted with God, im- 
plering him for the specific gift which President Harper is then 
seeking. How much Dr. Harper depends upon those prayers to 
sustain him is indicated by the fact that when he went to California 
to solicit Brother Orban and had made the appointment, he tele- 
graphed back to Uncle Wellons the exact hours when the conver- 
sations would take place—that the solicitation and the prayer might 
be simultaneows. And when the happy and enheartening gifts 
were made by Brother Orban, it was to Uncle Wellons that the 
very first telegram of announcement was sent. 

The inexperienced and the unbelieving may make light of such 
a custom. But not for a moment does the writer depreciate or 
undervalue such attentive practice and such confidence in the power 
of prayer as President Harper and Uncle Wellons have manifested 
—yea have demonstrated. For he knows too well from long experi- 
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ence and much observation how inexhaustible are the resources 
which can be released through the quiet but persistently faithful 
prayer of devout Christian men and women who thoroughly be- 
lieve in it and dare to venture into great undertakings for which 
the visible resources are seemingly utterly inadequate—in the sub- 
lime confidence that God himself will see them through to victory. 
We have witnessed the marvelous results of such faith and such 
prayer far too often not to have unbounded confidence in them. 
The conviction becomes deeper and ever deeper grounded in our 
heart that much of the failure in Christian enterprise today, and 
much of the wear and tear of vain appeal and struggle, come 
inainly because we have depended too much on human appeal and 
too much upon the efficiency of our machinery, and not enough 
upon the great silent, invisible, but ifresistible forces of God’s Spirit 
which can be released only through prayer—and only through that 


The Trend 
The Ruthless Injustice of War Hysteria 


As Americans look back upon the World War it is hard to 
believe in the reality of some of the things which actually took 
place in our country then. A strange fear and mania seemed to 
possess the people, especially some of the ruling classes, and here 
and there the most cherished liberties, the proud traditional boast 
of this nation during all its existence, were ruthlessly crushed 
under the heal of official rule. A mad hatred of the Germans 
was deliberately fomented by governmental agencies; and the least 
note of sympathy for them or the least criticism of the war was 
likely to be met with speedy and severe punishment no matter how 
just or correct the criticism or sympathy might be. “Those who 
slaughtered most” indeed were “our pride and boast;” and those 
who, out of humanitarian passion.or religious zeal, opposed this 
war in particular because they opposed all war as wholesale and 
unchristlike slaughter, were looked upon and treated by their 
friends and neighbors with the same degree of repugnance as in 
the times of peace we bestow upon the cruel and heartless. To 
what extent this war mania possessed even us Christian people 
here in America is indicated in the experience of Ralph Chaplain, 
the author of certain beautiful verse that will take its place in 
every great collection of poetic gems. Recently freed from his 
prison cell at Leavenworth, he dares tell how it all seemed to him. 
Says The Christian Work: 


Among his fellow prisoners in the Kansas federal prison were 
the Wolfe brothers, who made rotten leather and sold it to the 
Government for the use of the men in the trenches. The Wolfes 
made millions of dollars out of profiteering. Before and during the 
war, Ralph Chaplain declared, in “Solidarity,” the organ of the 
I. W. W., that in the war there would be profiteering. As he puts 
it, “I said that what they (the Wolfe brothers) did was not right; 
I got twenty years for that. They got two.” To go on, “Wolfe 
and I went to the penitentiary. After he looked around the first 
day, he did not like to be herded with all the rest of the bunch, so 
he asked for a private room. He got it. The next day he told 
them he would like a desk in his room. He got it. He had fine 
food sent in, and after a few days he wanted to get out in the 
beautiful sunshine, and he got his parole. During all the time 
that I was in the penitentiary I never saw the outside of my 
prison.” That is the difference in treatment accorded two men, 
one of whom was willing that our soldiers should suffer so long 
as he himself made money; the other who believed the whole 
method of war was wrong. Life made easy for the first; life made 
bitter for the second. Thirty-two of our fellow human beings still 
languish in prison because they did not approve of the war. Men 
spoke against the War of 1812 when we had the same Constitution 
as we have today. They were not arrested and cast into jail. 
James Russell Lowell spoke and wrote vigorously in opposition to 
the Mexican War, but he was not interfered with. William Lloyd 
Garrison at the time of the Civil War called our Constitution “a 
covenant with hell,” an agreement with death. Garrison was not 
arrested. During the World War it was dangerous even to read 
the Constitution of the United States. A man was actually ar- 
rested for reading it aloud. When the policeman came up to him, 
the man said, “I didn’t write it, Thomas Jefferson wrote it.” The 
officer of the law (?) said, “Where is that guy?” Two of the war 
opinion prisoners in Leavenworth have tuberculosis. When a pe- 
tition was sent to the Government for their release because they 
were sick, sure enough two prisoners were liberated, but not the 
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prayer which comes from the hearts of men and women who, like 
Uncle Wellons, have learned how really to pray and pray  effectu- 
ally. For prayer is in no little measure a lost art, nay, an art that 
has never been discovered by very many in any period of the 
Church’s history, Only now and then has one known how to pray! 
We honestly believe there are few contributions which any man 
or woman can make to the life and the work of the Church today 
that will be more intrinsically vital and indispensable than such a 
constant service of prayer as that of which we have been speaking. 
And one of the most beautiful things about it is that it is a con- 
tribution which men and women who have reached the age of 
physical inactivity can give—and give with a faithfulness and fer- 
vency superior to that which is usual from the younger and more 
inexperienced. Earnestly The Herald beseeches the brotherhood 
to develop this prayer life and power in the lives of individuals. 


of Events 


right ones. The prisoners at least thought it was a mistake, which 
they ascribed to the late President Harding. Shall men who have 
read the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the 
United States leave these prisoners still in jail? 


Worse in America Than in Europe 


Speaking of this same theme, and making humiliating contrast 
between the hysterical severity of American officials compared to 
those of even war-torn Italy, France, and Belgium, the Detroit 
Times says: 

Retention in our prisons of political prisoners whose only 
misconduct was the exercise of that freedom of speech which is 
guaranteed under the Constitution and which our forefathers con- 
sidered the cornerstone of our liberties is a disgrace to the nation. 
It makes a mockery of our boasted liberty because in every other 
country which engaged in the great war the political prisoners 
have been released long ago. Our courts did themselves little 
credit by the hysteria with which they undertook to punish men 
who dared to express their opinions against the recent war as 
Lincoln and Webster and others of our great forefathers had 
expressed their opinions in other wars. In Italy political prisoners 
were released one week after the armistice; in France and Belgium 
in less than a year, and in Canada in less than thirteen months. 
In England the longest sentence for public expressions denouncing 
the war was six months, while many of our hysterical judges im- 
posed sentences of twenty years. 

To such dreadful extent do the hellish hysterias and hatreds 
of war pervert and prostitute the finer humanities of the heart and 
even corrupt the cherished channels of justice and “square deal.” 
And to a far greater extent was this true in our country during 
the World War than in any previous one. Poor, ignorant men, 
unoffensive in spirit and dreaming only of humanity’s good, and 
hating only the sorrows and sufferings of their fellow-men, were 
cast into prison for saying far less than Lincoln, Webster, Lowell, 
Garrison, and other lauded heroes, did say in other wars. 
But even if such ruthlessness were permitted then under some 
pretext of military precaution, it certainly ought to be intolerable 
to every true American heart for it to be continued today. It is 
surely time for war hysteria to give place to clear, kind, Chris- 


tian thinking again. 


After the above was ready for the press came the glad word 
that President Coolidge had decided to liberate all war-time political 
prisoners who still remain in our penitentiaries—thirty-two of them, 
all in Leavenworth, we believe. They had been sentenced in 1918 
and 1919, most of them for ten years, and seven of them were fined 
£20,000 each in addition to the ten years of incarceration. For a 
long time strong pressure has been brought from many sources— 
including men like Senators Borah, Brookhart, Walsh, Ladd, and 
many others—urging their release; and there is widespread ap- 
proval of the President’s action. In these saner and cooler mo- 
ments of peace, legislation ought to be passed to prevent such injus- 
tices should war again occur. 

oO 

We are happy to see that the Bible Foundation is planning to 

procure the copyright privileges of the American Version of the 
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Bible and make them a gift to the world, so that any person or 
company that desires may feel free to print selections from this 
version of the Bible. When the American Version was first pro- 
duced, it was found necessary to cover it with a copyright in order 
to guarantee the very expensive work of its publication. But this 
necessity is now passed and the Christian world will surely rejoice 
that this great and choicest translation of the Scriptures is to be 
made free for all publishers. Those now owning the copyright, it 
is stated, stand ready to transfer it to the Foundation providing a 
responsibie committee of public-spirited men and Bible scholars 
will continue to safeguard the purity and accuracy and will pro- 
vide sufficient funds to carry out the purposes of the original 
committee. This the Foundation hopes to do. 


Oo 


The announcement has just been made that Freshman hazing 
will be no longer permitted at Stanford University. Even the 
student body are beginning to realize that the Christian and broth- 
erly attitude of happy comradeship which maintains everywhere 
else that young folks come together, should displace the crude and 
even brutal practices which have been in vogue in our colleges. 
The spokesman for the Sophomore class declares: 

The Sophomore class is through with Freshman “discipline.” 
We feel that Freshmen should become part of Stanford and assume 


Stanford duties and responsibilities as soon as possible. Accord- 
ingly the element of fear is supplanted by one of co-operation. If 
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by taking Freshmen into our confidence, making them our friends, 
and giving them the right kind of a start by friendly methods, we 
are able to accomplish our purpose, we shall be satisfied. 


oO 


One of the important meetings of the year in Dayton will be 
held this coming February 17-19, under the auspices of the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches.. It is in the interests of the promotional 
work of about seventeen denominations, and some of the denomina- 
tional leaders and outstanding church men of the country will be 
present to take part on the program. Rev. Dr. S. S. Hough, Sec- 
retary of the Board of Administration of the U. B. Church, Rev. 
Irvin E. Deer, Secretary of the Dayton Council of Churches, and 
our own Superintendent Denison constitute the Dayton advisory 
committee on program. Pastors and workers in this area should 
reserve those dates and plan to attend this great gathering. 


f 


An experiment at interdenominational college support has been 
undertaken by the Presbyterian Synod of Montana and a Method- 
ist conference of that State. Both organizations had been trying 
to maintain colleges, but with such poor success that they have now 
joined forces. Each will select four members of the Board of 
Trustees, and these eight members will choose five more associates. 
The Presbyterians contribute $80,000 from the sale of their prop- 
erty while the Methodists turn over their plant at Helena. 





A Necessity to Our Christian Life 


An Open Letter From the President of Our General Convention Which 
Shows How Vital Is It and Its Support 


all other functioning organizations must have a con- 

tinuous support. It cannot perform its work with- 
out; in fact the maintenance of its existence is dependent 
upon it. To carry on the Convention work, men must be 
employed, stenographers hired, office rental paid, postage 
bills met, printing done, interdenominational obligations 
provided for, army and navy chaplains’ work financed, 
travel expense provided, and other numerous expenses con- 
nected with the general church work met. 


T HE General Convention of the Christian Church like 


The Convention is the highest expression of our church’s 
organic life. By it the whole church is bound together 
and kept in a union of effort. Without it we would dis- 
integrate in some localities, and become sectional and at 
last divide in all of them. Through it alone we secure 
recognition as a body among other religious denomina- 
tions, conserve our rights in the assets of defunct organi- 
zations, bind together the several departments of our 
church representing our several enterprises, and adminis- 
ter the interests of the church in those times of emergency 
which periodically arise. 

The affairs of the Convention are administered under 
the most rigid economy; and except for some receipts 
from a small permanent fund, it is wholly dependent from 
year to year upon the annual gifts of the membership for 
its support. Meager giving curtails its activities and 
larger giving enlarges its usefulness. 

The Convention office is used by all other departments 
of the church. It promotes every enterprise in the denomi- 
nation. It is at the disposal of the whole church and used 
every year in hundreds of ways of service by the depart- 
ments, regional conventions, conferences, churches, col- 


leges, and individuals. Though it may be unable to ex- 
press its activities in statictics of conversions, erection of 
churches, raising of large funds, and such like, that which 
it does makes all of these accomplishments possible to 
others. Without the Convention we would long ago have 
lost our concerted denominational programs. Never hav- 
ing been under such necessity, we cannot imagine the 
weakening which would result from its absence or the les- 
sening of its energies. 


The Convention must do a work of ever increasing vol- 
ume, for the conditions of our church make such a program 
necessary. If so, it must have the support of every mem- 
her of the Christian Church everywhere. A withheld offer- 
ing means the impairing of our church efficiency to that ex- 
tent. 


Under the new plan adopted at Burlington the Conven- 
tion Offering should be taken the second Sunday in Jan- 
uary, or if in those churches which have only part-time 
preaching this does not fall on a preaching Sunday, it 
should be taken the nearest convenient Sunday thereto. 
It should be made just as large as possible; for contribu- 
tions so made serve the whole church and all of its enter- 
prises. Our gifts will be a test of our loyalty to the King- 
com of Christ in general and the Christian Church in par- 
ticular. Let every church, official, and pastor be faithful 
to a full measure of duty in this offering. 


7G Coffe 


President General Convention Christian Church. 








Fundamentalists or Liberals, Which? 


for the controversy now on in Chris- 

tendom is the Fundamentalist contro- 
versy. In fact, the Church is largely di- 
vided, just now, into Fundamentalist and 
Liberalist camps, with no hope of union be- 
tween them. «Some seem 
to see a third camp, the 
conservative. For it is 
said, “While every Fun- 
damentalist is a conser- 
vative, not every conser- 
vative is a Fundamen- 
talist.” That is, every 
conservative does not 
manifest the spirit of 
the Fundamentalist who 
is at heart both separa- 
tist and_ exclusionist. 
Now, the Fundamental- 
ists contend that ali 
Christians must be Fun- 
damentalists, and they 
deny both Christian 


T HIS question is pertinent to the hour, 


BY REV. ARTHUR A. WRIGHT 


metrically and unreconcilably opposed. We 
have but to look at their principles to be 
convinced. 
Principle of the Liberal. 

“That man is by virtue of his constitu- 
ent principles, entitled to divinity.” The 


HE HERALD asks a most careful study of this illuminating 
article concerning a condition which is most seriously dis- 
tressing the peace of the Church, and threatening even worse 
division among the followers of Christ. 
candid discussion of the subject anywhere, nor one which is more | 
obviously permeated with a desire to be fair and logical and kind 
to all concerned. None can question the author’s intense loyalty | 
of purpose to find the truth and follow it. 
cle, because we believe that it will help towards clarifying a sit- 
uation concerning which so many earnest Christians are thor- 
oughly confused and misled. Editorial comment will be found 
on page three. 


We have not seena more | 


We welcome the arti- 


conceptions and conclusions erroneous and 
deceptive, and to be utterly rejected. His 
appeal first and last is to the Scriptures; 
by that he tries all, decides all; to that he 
subjects every new voice and teaching, cry- 
ing, “If they speak not according to this, it 

is because there is no 

a \- light in them.” 

To the Fundamentalist, 
creed and doctrines, con- 
tention for faith, and 
systematic theology, are 
things of the first mag- 
nitude, absolutely essen- 
| tial, and wholly indis- 
pensable. 

Seeing this, we shall 
better understand the 
Fundamentalist; we 
shall see that it is con- 
sistency with his basic 
principle that makes him 
both separatist and ex- 
|  clusionist, as well as de- 





name and fellowship to 

those refusing, no matter how beautiful their 
character. The Liberal to the contrary holds 
that faith or unfaith matters little so long as 
Christian character is in evidence. With no 
hope of union between these two factions— 
and, be it said, those entertaining such a 
hope have never really understood both sides 
—we must needs determine which it shall 
be with us personally. Neither can we take 
neutral ground and be true; the nature of 
the controversy will not permit it. 


Our Spirit of Approach, 


Let us not approach this question as 
neither Liberals nor Fundamentalists, but 
as Christians who, without bias, seek for the 
whole truth. Let us be Christians first, and 
Fundamentalists or Liberals only as love 
and truth may demand. Personally, I be- 
lieve there are honest hearts on both sides. 
1 should very much dislike to believe that 
all disagreeing with me were dishonest. Re- 
member we have our Lord, himself, for au- 
thority that a man may persecute the very 
elect thinking he does God service; and his- 
tory is no mean witness to this. Men have 
burned each other with all good conscience. 
I have been put to shame by the splendid 
spirit of some with whom I radically dif- 
fered. I am sure if we had more love, we 
should see deeper into this controversy, and 
with far less heat and much more sympa- 
thy than we have seen manifested thus far. 


First Principles Responsible. 

More love would permit us to see that first 
principles are responsible for the making of 
both Liberal and Fundamentalist; that the 
Liberal must be a Liberal, and the Funda- 
mentalist a Fundamentalist, for conscience’ 
sake, for love’s sake. We should see that 
the same law of consistency and love which 
moves the one moves the other; but, alas! 
moves them away from, not toward, each 
other. For they start with principles dia- 


Liberal believes in himself as a natural 
bern son of God. He looks to and has faith 
in himself. He crys in the language of the 
poet: 

“Man is his own star; and the soul that can 
Render an honest and a perfect man, 
Commands all light, all influence, all fate: 
Nothing to him falls early or too late: 

Our acts our angels are, or good or ill, 

Our fatal shadows that walk by us still.” 
He looks to the light that emanates from 
within; to the voice of his own spirit; to 
his reason and common sense. 

His appeal is to the wisdom of man; he 
trys all things, decides all things, by that. 
He even submits the old faith to the new 
knowledge. To him “creeds are a disease 
of the intellect,” “contention of faith is 
anti-Christian,” long-established doctrines 
are the tiddledewinks and peccadillos of re- 
ligion; while systematic theology is for the 
most part systematic ignorance and super- 
stition. Just one thing matters to a liberal, 
and that is character. They will all unite 
in saying, “We believe in salvation by char- 
acter.” 


And remember, my dear Fundamentalist, 
that all this is just the unfolding of the 
basic principle of the Liberal’s life. Heretic, 
apostate, accursed, he may seem to you; 
but, if so, he is not aware of it. He con- 
siders himself a teacher of babes; a light of 
them, which be in darkness; a guide of the 
blind; as the possessor and guardian of 
truth. 


Principle of the Fundamentalist. 


As different as day from night are the 
principles of these two schools; in fact, they 
hold nothing in common, except it be their 
cbjective, Christian character—and even in 
that they radically differ, as we shall pres- 
ently see. 

The Fundamentalist bases no confidence 
in himself. As he looks upon man, he con- 
siders the natural mind depraved; all its 


nunciator of Liberalism. 
The Liberal contends for freedom of 
thought, faith, and expression; and to be 
consistent, he must allow that freedom to 
all. The Fundamentalist contends for 
Scriptural authority, and to be consistent 
he must bind all to that authority. The Lib- 
eral is broad and tolerant, consistency de- 
mands he should be. The Fundamentalist 
is narrow and intolerant, and, though it 
seem strange to say so, consistency demands 
he should be. 

Let the Liberal remember this when he 
chides the Fundamentalist for refusal to 
form union. Will he sacrifice the abomina- 
tion of the Liberal before his eyes? Will 
he continually say there is a lie in my right 
hand? Will he make a breach of love for 
the sake of union? Will he not rather say, 
How can I sin so, and do this great wicked- 
ness against God and my fellow-man? Only 
by laying the axe at the very root of his 
Fundamentalism, or worse still at the very 
heart of his manhood, could he do it. Love 
and truth would be an awful price for him 
to pay for union. Have we a right to ask 
it of him, even though we believe him in the 
grossest error? Let the liberal remember 
that the same consistency with first prin- 
ciples which makes possible and invites un- 
ion on his part, makes impossible and dis- 
courages union on the fundamentalists’ 
part. 


Christian Character as a Basis of Union. 


Ah; we say, “Is not Christian character 
a proper basis of union?” Surely it must 
be; but, alas, they are not agreed as to 
what constitutes Christian character, nor as 
to the manner of its attainment. The Fun- 
damentalist holds that Christian character 
is impossible without Christian faith; the 
Liberal that faith is not necessary thereto. 
The Liberal holds that all men being chil- 
dren of God by nature need only to come to 
a knowledge of their divinity and assert it 
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in order to Christian character. “Know thy- 
self, exercise thyself in the highest aspira- 
tions of thy nature, and according to the 
highest ideals, and all will be well.” Thus 
speaks the Liberal. Said Emerson: 

Let a stoic arise who will reveal the re- 
sources of man, and tell them they are not 
leaning willows, but can and must detach 
themselves; that with the exercise of self- 
trust, new powers shall appear; that a man 
is the word made flesh; born to shed healing 
to the nations; that he should be ashamed of 
our compassion, and that the moment he 
acts from himself, tossing the laws, the 
books, idolatries, and customs, out of the 
window, we pity him no more but thank and 
revere him; and that teacher shall restore 


the life of man to splendor and make his 
name dear to all history. 


The Liberal is that teacher. Whether the 
prediction concerning him ever comes true 
remains yet to be seen. 

At the very opposite pole stands the Fun- 
damentalist. He holds that every man being 
by nature not only a sinner but a ruined 
sinner, “born in sin and conceived in ini- 
quity,” must needs come to a knowledge of 
his ruined and undone condition; and, ut- 
terly rejecting all confidence in himself, 
must cast himself entirely upon the mercy 
of God; that only so can that divine nature 
be implanted that will flower forth in Chris- 
tian character. All character other than 
this is to be rejected. Furthermore, he 
holds that every jot and tittle of Christian 
doctrine is necessary to the making of that 
character. He would say to us, “The light 
that shows man his ruin emanates from 
God, that which woos man to God is the 
Holy Spirit, that which makes possible 
man’s approach and the implanting of the 
divine nature is the shed blood of God’s 
only Son, and the virgin birth, and virgin 
life, are indispensable to the efficacy of that 
blood; that the bodily resurrection of our 
Lord is necessary to our assurance of God’s 
acceptance of that blood, and therefore the 
basis of all our hopes; and that continuance 
in the Scriptures is essential to the growth 
ef Christian character; while the second 
coming of our Lord will alone bring in ulti- 
mate perfection, and the full realization of 
all our hopes.” 


Now all this, so important to the Funda- 
mentalist, is, for the most part, ignorance 
and superstition, and worse, to the Liberal. 
To the Fundamentalist, the Liberal is no 
Christian at all; while to the Liberal, the 
Fundamentalist is a poor, blind Christian 
at best. Thus the one denounces the other, 
and it is not hate but love, not contankerous- 
ness but faithfulness, not doggedness but 
loyalty to their conception of truth, which 
moves them both. Not that either side is 
entirely guiltless in the matter; yet, I be- 
lieve it is blindness, rather than the spirit 
expressed in the harsh terms used in speak- 
ing of each other. It is not ridicule and 
derision we need just now, but light, and 
he who will not welcome this light, though 
it strike at the very vitals of his cherished 
views, is deserving of both ridicule and 
derision. He who rejects light, welcomes 
death. What prayerful watchfulness is 
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needed lest pride or lust bar the doors to 
the temple of knowledge. 


The Situation, and Our Task. 


Here, then, is the situation: the Funda- 
mentalist and the Liberal start with oppos- 
ing principles; and, as might be expected, 
end in opposition. And that opposition is 
not courted, not forced, not arbitrary, but 
natural and logical. 

Now our task is to determine for our- 
selves which of these is right; for no real 
union ever can be effected between factions 
with principles so discordant, so conflicting, 
s? radically different in their out-working. 


If a quotation of Scripture were an end 
to all controversy, the task would be an easy 
one indeed; for we must admit that the whole 
of Scripture clusters about two teachings: 
“The nothingness of the creature” and “the 
all-sufficiency of God.” From God’s side 
this finds expression in such Scriptures as 
this, “Thou hast destroyed thyself, but in 
me is thy help found.” From the creature’s 
side in such as this, “We are of those who 
hava no confidence in the flesh.” Granting 
this to be true, the Scriptures sanction the 
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Fundamentalist’s position, and if the Scrip- 
tures be final authority we have our answer. 

The whole matter, as far as I can see, re- 
solves itself into this, Are the Scriptures 
verbally inspired? Are they God’s words? 
Or are they the record of man’s ever-grow- 
ing conception of God? 

If the former be true, we must be Fun- 
damentalists or rebels. 

If the latter be true, we must be liberals 
or fools. 

To tell our personal persuasion would be 
of little value to any, as it is imperative that 
each should be persuaded for himself. And 
we are confident that all honest, unbiased, 
unprejudiced seeking after truth shall not 
be in vain; for our Lord said, “If any man 
will do his will, he shall know of the doc- 
trine, whether it be of God or not.” 

God help us, then, though it be at the sac- 
rifice of our most cherished idols, yea, 
though a sword pierce our own heart also, 
to seek and own the truth; remembering 
that, “Whosoever shall seek to save his life 
shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his 
life shall save it.” 

Binghamton, New York. 


Three Christmas Songs 
Third—The Song of the Angels 


BY REV. EDWIN B, FLORY 


HE angels sang. Little do we know 
about angels but this seems the most 
natural thing for them to do. There 

ought to be a heavenly chorus, for song it- 
self must have been born beyond the stars. 
In the glory and beauty of the presence of 
God, angels must break forth into singing. 
On this marvelous night when heaven 
touched earth in tenderness, there was a 
heavenly host praising God. They brought 
a universal message in song, the only uni- 


AAEM 


NOW BE WE SANDALED 
By Rev. Hamilton B. Williams 
HE Wise Men silken-sandaled came 
To tread an earthen floor; 


And they must bend their jeweled heads 
To enter at the door. 


The Shepherds leathern-sandaled came, 
Grimed of the hill and moor; 

And they must bend their humble heads 
To enter at the door. 


A silence now where angels sang, 
The fair star’s flame is gone; 
But folk pray God his lighted torch, 

And his Son’s benison. 


The hostelry hath still no room, 
And sped long since the Guest; 
But folk pray God to host with them, 

His dear Son’s lowliest. 


Now be we sandaled soft or rough, 
God’s hands the latchets, pray, 
Bind kindliness and cheer and peace 


For all folk all the way. 
WML 


versal language. From that silent night 
when angels sang to marveling shepherds, 
until the night when the twelve went out 
from the last supper, singing; from the 
upper room where the disciples awaited in 
one accord in Jerusalem, even unto the 
prison cells of Rome; from the refuge of 
caves to the bloody arena—we hear the 
disciples singing. From the days of the 
early Church, to the days of Luther who 
broke the power of Rome with song, even 
to this present hour, song has been dear 
to the heart of the Church. It is character- 
istic of Christianity which might well be 
called the singing religion. The severest 
persecutions have been borne under the 
soothing power of song. In face of death, 
the martyr has rejoiced because he is to be 
with the Lord. In release from sin, the 
newborn soul can sing. Christianity has 
taught the world how to sing, and it is most 
fitting that the announcement of the Christ- 
child should be made by a heavenly chorus. 


The angels sang to the shepherds. On 
the hillsides of Judea, these peasant men 
heard what all the world had longed to 
hear. No chorus that ever sang could be 
compared to these who sang to shepherds 
and their flocks. Men and women would 
have come from afar to have heard such 
voices, but God chose to reveal his glory to 
these humble folk. It has often happened 
thus, that he has given the richest things 
to the humblest. The treasures of this 
earth may become the possession of a fav- 
ored few, but the treasures of God may be 
the gift to earth’s common people. “The 
gates of heaven shall in no wise be shut by 
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day, and there is no night there.” It is 
a wonderful and marvelous truth that the 
riches of God may be the inheritance of all 
mankind. The despised and afflicted and 
outcast, the poor and lame and halt, always 
find heaven’s gate open; and no man can 
shut them. Humble folk were the first 
followers of Jesus, and his twelve were 
found fishing and at other common duties. 
Paul confesses that “not many wise men 
after the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble, were called.” 


This has been the history of the Church, 
which was born to publish glad tidings to 
the afflicted. It has not been glad tidings 
to the afflictors. It may easily be seen why 
the wise and noble and mighty and rich 
were not among that number, as they were 
the afflictors. The down-trodden peoples 
have heard with quickening hearts the 
angels’ song. “Not many wise and not 
many noble” has been the story of every 
land in its acceptance of the good news. 
And those who have carried the good news 
are the sons and daughters of the common 
people. Seldom does the son of a rich man 
find his way to the pulpit or is the daughter 
of the wealthy found in far-away lands. 
They are hearing the song of the sirens of 
pleasure and ease and not the song of 
heaven. The angels of God sing to those 
whose hearts will understand. This is the 
very essence of Christianity. Its greatest 
message is to the humblest and the weakest, 
and its theme is God’s care for the suffer- 
ing. It places the test of man’s righteous- 
ness upon man’s love for his fellow-men, 
and demands that the strong shall bear the 
burdens of the weak. The whole story or 
the birth of Jesus is written in the lives of 
the common people; and the part which 
kings and the mighty played was that of 
the villain. They sought to take his life, 
and failed; but shed the blood of the inno- 
cent. The shepherds heard the song of the 
angels and were amazed, and went and wor- 
shiped the child. Kings heard about the 
child and went with clashing swords to take 
his life. Only such a God as the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ could endure the vain 
glory and haughty pride of such brutal men. 


The angels knew best who would appre- 
ciate the sweetest music ever heard on 
earth; and it would begthe testimony or 
many that among the Rumble folk today 
will be found those who love the Christ 
most dearly. Not among the wise who pro- 
pound great philosophies, not among the 
noble who honor themselves with his name, 
nor among the mighty who cause the wars 
and misery of this earth; but among the 
shepherds and farmers, among the miners 
and the laborers of the earth, will still be 
found those who are amazed at the mar- 
velous goodness of God who sent an only 
begotten Son. 

The angels have discovered the secret of 
Christmas. It was that the Richest gave 
to the poorest, the Strongest gave to the 
weakest, and the Noblest gave to the hum- 


ble. We count our fairest souls those who, 
like Christ, have given most for the good 
of all mankind. A miser of self or money 
has no song to sing. A man who lacks lib- 
erality could not discover Christmas at all. 
The spirit of Christmas is the spirit of 
the real Christian’s heart. It is most un- 
fortunate that Christ’s birthday has peen 
commercialized until to many it is but a 
burden. Our list of friends has grown so 
large and our vanity so great that the day 
loses much of its joy. We need to give gifts 
to the giftless and make the whole world 
glad. 

The angels sang a glorious song. Per- 
haps this is but the refrain of a magnificent 
hymn; perhaps it is but the theme that the 
shepherds remembered; or perhaps it is 
the whole of the song. Whichever it is, it 
is a glorious song. In its two lines are 
found the secret of joy for the whole world. 


“Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, good will toward men.” 


If the sons of men could take music Ies- 
sons from the angels of God, then might 
peace come. Peace will come only when 
heaven and earth shall sing the same song. 
How long, oh, how long did the earth won- 
der if Heaven even cared to sing with 
earth; and it was only by chance or whim 
that a few of earth’s souls could hope to be 
in the favor of the gods. Such hopeless 
days have gone forever since the Babe of 
Bethlehem was born. 

We need no longer hope for the favor of 
God, but are assured by the angels of God’s 
love in Christ. It is all a question of learn- 
ing to sing Heaven’s song. In this dread 
hour of suspicion and fear, this song needs 
to be sung on the hillsides of every nation. 
The only hope for this fearful moment of 
intrigue and hatred born of awful blood- 
shed is in this song of the angels. The se- 
cret of universal peace is in these few 
words. While men with great reputation 
make vain attempts in wise and profound 
schemes, here is the beginning of the reign 
of peace. Brotherhood among men can not 
be found until we find the Fatherhood of 
God. Love for our neighbor in all nations 
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must await the hour until we become 
brothers in Christ. No other way has been 
found and no other way than this straight 
and narrow way of righteousness can be 
found. All other broad highways have be- 
come blind alleys where confusion reigns. 
Brother has risen against brother, father 
against son, nation against nation and 
church against church. And now after two 
thousand years of woes and bloodshed and 
awful heartaches, “peace on earth” is still 
an angel’s song. We must make it the song 
of men. The earth has tried everything 
else without success, and heaven is still 
waiting for us to try God and Good Will. 
We can have peace; and yet it is to be at 
the cost of man’s greatest sacrifice. Man’s 
will must become the will of God, and only 
at the feet of Jesus shall we find wisdom 
that bringeth peace. It is not a matter of 
external arrangements and forms, but of 
the intent of man’s heart. Man’s way has 
failed and will fail. There is but one way 
left and that is God’s way, and his way is 
in the angels’ song. First, we must be de- 
vout worshipers of God, to whom we give 
glory and honor; and then, in the new-found 
brotherhood to all men, we shall find peace. 
We shall find both God and neighbor in lov- 
ing Jesus Christ. 

The world needs a new heart and that 
simply means that every man needs a new 
heart. How long shall we wait until the 
dream of the poet and the prophets come 
true and universal peace shall reign? We 
must wait until all men shall confess their 
allegiance to Christ and his whole gospel. 

But the Kingdom does not come with 
waiting. We must wait no longer. The 
whole earth is anxious to know the way to 
end it all and we must love God more and 
serve him better. The enormity of the task 
and the weakness of our strength appall 
us as we face the morrow, but God asks us 
merely to do our part. The beauty of 
Christmas can never be fully found until 
all shall know the King. He is still the 
greatest gift to give, and nothing else will 
gladden the heart, the home, or the world, 
as will the gift of Jesus. 


Some Observations of Churches 
BY E. B. HURLBURT 


S a layman of another denomination 
\ than yours I have had considerable 
opportunity to study different 
churches, my work having been of such a 
nature at one time that I was enabled to 
spend months at a stretch with some of the 
principal denominations. Such a chance 
for study is usually denied both ministers 
and laymen, and in consequence the major- 
ity of people do not have a comprehensive 
view sufficient to get the thought and work- 
ings in communions outside their own. 
This experience I have had has led me to 
the conclusion that there are comparatively 
few members today to whom any theologi- 


& 


4 


cal questions have any interest. If there 
ever were a time when there was quarreling 
between the sects over doctrine, I believe 
it is safe to say there is nothing of the kind 
today, except among those to whom occa- 
sional outbreaks of prophecy concerning the 
second coming, the millennium, and the end 
of the world, make an appeal. Personally, 
I have rarely witnessed anything but 
friendliness between different denomina- 
tions. I have seen quarrels within the indi- 
vidual church, but not between churches of 
differing doctrines. 

There is, however, a difference of theolog- 
ical opinion among ministers, and this is 
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undoubtedly on account of the training they 
have had. Sometimes the minister’s doc- 
trinal teachings are conveyed to the con- 
gregations so forcefully that they are 
reflected by his hearers; but as a rule, I do 
not believe the minister’s sermons are val- 
ued so highly as formerly, people usually 
forming their own opinions on matters here 
and hereafter. 

Outside of the second coming question, 
and the Fundamentalist versus Liberal dis- 
cussion, both of which have bored their way 
into all denominations, there are but three 
or four lines of cleavage between Protestant 
churches today. The first viewpoint is that 
of the Lutherans. This church, though di- 
vided, is conservative in most of its 
branches. It has its own parochial schools, 
its theology is static, and I have heard one 
of its leading preachers claim that Luth- 
eranism “is the true confession.” It is not 
only conservative, but proud of it. I do not 
think the Lutherans as a whole have any 
interest or belief in union with other bodies, 
on account of being already “the true con- 
fession.” 

The Protestant Episcopal Church, while 
desiring the union of all churches, is not 
likely to see such a thing accomplished so 
long as the doctrine of apostolic succession, 
and consequently the questioning of the 
legitimacy of ordination in other churches, 
is held by its leaders. This communion can- 
not treat with others on equal terms on ac- 
count of this belief, as it claims to be “the 
Church.” Other denominations are ad- 
mitted to be Christian, but are not “the 
Church.” There are indications that this 
church is moving more rapidly toward 
union with Roman or Greek Catholicism 
than toward a union with Protestantism. 


The churches believing in immersion as 
the only mode of baptism furnish the next 
line of cleavage. Organizations in this 
group, while displaying some signs of wav- 
ering here and there, are still pretty con- 
sistent to their principals that no person is 
baptized who has not been immersed, and 
consequently they deny to such persons a 
perfect understanding of Christian belief. 
There is a chance for this group getting 
an enlarged outlook, however, as most of 
the people making up the membership of 
their churches are democratic, good mixers, 
and sooner or later baptismal barriers are 
likely to be forgotten. 

The principles of the Unitarians and 
Universalists have permeated all churches, 
individuals holding to their views every- 
where. Consequently these churches do not 
present a distinct group. The others we 
have been considering are exclusive in their 
thought. For instance, a true Lutheran, 
Episcopalian, or Baptist could not be any- 
thing else. His belief automatically sets 
him apart from others. An orthodox Epis- 
copalian feels, if he joins any cther reli- 
gious organization, that he is leaving “the 
Church.” A Universalist, on the other 

(Continued on page twenty-one) 
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The Miracles of Jesus 


_ Number Five—Healing the Mother-in-Law 


BY REV. R. F. BROWN 


APERNAUM, a city situated on the lake of Galilee, was the headquarters 
of Christ s Galilean ministry. It was here that Christ gave examples 
of his ability as a teacher, his power over evil spirits, and his ability to 

heal human infirmities and suffering. Leaving the synagogue, he entered the 
home of Simon Peter and by request carried on in that household the healing 
ministry in which he had engaged in the house of worship. Peter’s mother-in- 
law was ill of great fever. When the prostrate mother-in-law of his leading 
disciple is mentioned to him, “He came and took her by the hand, and raised 
her up; and the fever left her, and she ministered unto him.” Thus the need 
of his presence and work is shown and he proves himself the Source of truth, 
the Conqueror of evil and the Healer of diseases. 

It is significant that every case of need that was brought to Christ’s at- 
tention received individual attention. The method of treatment differs, not 
because of the disease, but because of the conditions and needs of the in- 
dividual receiving the treatment. Of the seven cases of demoniacal possession, 
he resorted to diverse methods of treatment. The four cases of blindness were 
— 7 i ak — We find twenty-six cases of bodily and mental 

s healed by Christ. ese cases may be classified i 
no fixed method of treatment is found. ir 

There are but two cases of fever mentioned in the list of diseases that 
Christ healed. In neither case does the Master suggest any method of treat- 
ment. But his ministry does suggest something more valuable than a stereo- 
typed method of treatment. In some of the miracle stories we find practical 
illustrations of the gradual development of the spiritual life; doubts and 
difficulties removed, faith substituted for curiosity, the reaction of the spiritual 
experience, and the gradual unfolding of the plan of redemption. In this 
miracle we have a beautiful illustration of three great factors in Christ’s 
ministry and human redemption, namely: The disagreeable forces of evil and 
disease retreat when Christ approaches; man’s faith in Christ will determine 
Christ’s ministry to him; service is the noblest expression of love and the 
greatest proof of faith. 

_ Christ left the congregation at the synagogue and went to the home of 
Simon Peter that he might enjoy the friendship and hospitality of the home. 
He found an individual suffering, and instead of becoming the recipient of the 
hospitality of the home, he became a repeller of a disturbing force, the healer 
of a vexing disease. Any force that causes discord is foreign to his nature. 
His presence was a challenge to the fever and when he entered the home, 
his presence was a signal for the perplexing disease to depart. “And he 
came and took her by the hand, and lifted her up; and immediately the fever 
left her, and she ministered unto him.” The presence of Christ brings untold 
benedictions and blessings. 

_ His presence is not only sufficient to relieve embarrassment, drive out 
disease, and remove sin, but he brings peace, thrills human hearts with un- 
mitigated joy; banished all manner of woe and trouble; dissipates envy, anger, 
and strife; soothes aching hearts and comforts those who mourn. A home 
is only a house without his presence. He should be so incarnated in the hearts 
of fathers and mothers, husbands and wives, sons and daughters, brothers and 
sister, that the home will be a perpetual manifestation of his presence, love, 
and power. If the love of Christ is not manifested in the home, it is difficult 
to prove that our religion is genuine. To incarnate Christ in the home is to 
incarnate him in the community. And to be sure of his presence is to be sure 
of the absence of all discordant and evil forces. 

_ Simon’s mother-in-law was unable to come to Christ and ask his aid in 
this time of great need. No doubt she had heard of his miracles in the temple 
and at other places, and it is probable that she had faith in his healing power. 
But her faith had no medium of expression. If it is to be expressed, it must 
be expressed by others. “And straightway they tell him of her.” That is a 
beautiful expression of faith. They had just come from the synagogue and 
had witnessed a heart-touching display of his healing power. What he did 
for others, he would do for them. And with this faith they came to him 
in confidence. 

Some of the finest things recorded in the ministry of Christ result from 
the request of friends in behalf of others. It often happened that the needy 
could not be brought to Christ, but Christ was brought to them. Men and 
women of faith were not satisfied to have sick sons and daughters, distressed 
servants, sick brothers, dying children. palsied friends, and fever-stricken 
mothers-in-law about them without calling to their aid the Great Physician: 
This is the most natural impulse of an awakened soul. It is camouflaged 
selfishness and false religion that cause people to be contented with a knowl- 
edge of Christ’s power, drink in his words, and never respond to the heart- 
rending cry of the stricken lives about them, or entreat the Christ to bring 
solace and comfort to the suffering and needy. 

If redeemed humanity has a mission, it is unselfish service to suffering 
men. This is the unmistakable vindication of the individual’s confession of 
Christ, and the undisputed meaning of association and fellowship in the King- 
dom. Church edifices and church membership bespeak the presence of Christ 
in the community. Men belie their profession if they allow a great multitude 
of bedridden, sin sick, tempted, weak, unsaved (Continued on page twenty-two) 
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At Prayer Time 


Oh, send out thy light and thy truth; 
let them lead me.—Psalm 48: 3. 
o 


“The door of the future is now ajar. O 
make us wise as we move forward with the 
duties now before us.” 

Thus runs a note of petition expressed 
by Chaplain Montgomery in his prayer in 
the House of Representatives at the open- 
ing of the Sixty-eighth Congress, Decem- 
ber 3. Fitting acknowledgment of God’s 
blessing, and a tender recognition of the na- 
tion’s sorrow in the passing out of late 
President Harding, precedes this quoted sec- 
tion. And the prayer concludes with a com- 
mitment of the nation’s welfare into the 
hands of God with an intercession for an 
active citizenship in the functions of gov- 
ernment. 

There are qualities to this invocation that 
are worthy the special consideration for the 
New Year season. The problems those men 
face in Washington we are to face, not only 
as citizens of a nation, but as men and wom- 
en in the world. And these problems are 
immediately before us; whether they are 
solved right, or whether they are not solved, 
is of serious importance for the days ahead. 


oO 


But our gaze is toward a summit loftier, 
fairer, mist-encurled, 

Soaring skyward through the twilight from 
bases of the world. 


Other feet than ours may stand there on the 
mountain’s lonely crown; 

We may faint upon the high trails, fall and 
lay our burden down; 


Yet enough to fill one lifetime is this joy 
Death cannot touch. 

Peace, and light, and hope of morning! 
These are ours, and these are much. 


Forward, then! And onward, upward, to- 
ward the greater days to be, 

All the nations singing with us one great 
song, fraternally. 


Up and up, achieving, failing, weak in flesh 
but strong of soul. 
We may never live to reach it. Ah, but we 
have seen the goal. 
—Odell Shepard, in “In the Dawn.” 
o 


“The door of the future is ajar!” That 
is no promise of mere joyful experience; it 
is an acknowledgment of a facing of issues 
wherein the best of mind dnd spirit may be 
applied to the complications of our present 
world. 

Two alternatives are present in such a 
moment. First, defeat can be accepted by 
way of our small concern, narrow interest, 
or feeble faith; second, a lasting influence 
for good can be chosen if we earnestly de- 
cide for the ways of useful living, and for 
ways of unfaltering faith in God and man. 

To choose the latter, as heroic souls will, 
is to admit that in the months ahead human- 
ity faces some of the finest opportunities of 
history te declare for human liberty and 
spiritual advance. 


That means, too, that we face the larger 
problems—as face them we must. Even 
though they have staggered us for years 
these problems invite a firmer resolution 
than before. There is still large question, 
of course, of how far Christian men and 
women may be conscious of their extended 
responsibilities that touch the greater issues 
today; but that does not remove our charge 
from us. Think what some of these prob- 
lems are: 

There must be peace in Europe. Old 
hates must some way be subdued. 

New wars must be averted. New na- 
tional purposes must be chosen, and new 
definitions must be given to the functions of 
government. 

Secrecy and deception must be uprooted. 
Frankness and open policy must be made 
honorable; races must become more essen- 
tially fraternal. 


eoOoOoOOCO__—_—_—_——S 


VICTORY 
Ye that have faith to look with fear- 
less eyes 
Beyond the tragedy of a world at 


strife, 
And know that out of death and night 
The dawn of ampler life: 
Rejoice, whatever anguish rend the 
heart, 
That God has given you the price- 
less dower 
To live in these great times and have 
your part 
In Freedom’s crowning hour, 
That ye may tell your sons who see 
the light 
High in the heavens—their heri- 
tage to take— 
“I saw the powers of darkness take 
their flight; 
I saw the morning break.’’ 
—Found on the body of an Australian 
soldier. 
——— 
Such as these represent the real purposes 
which we can seek to serve in the months 
ahead. To avoid them is cowardice. To ac- 
cept them is to accept the opportunity of 
contributing real qualities of prayer and 
effort in saving a world from further dis- 
tress—and saving a world to the greater en- 
joyments of civilization. 


“Christianity has failed” was a wail some 
years ago. “It has never been tried” was 
the forceful reply. 


But a new charge has come at us: “If 
Christianity has not achieved peace and 
good will among its adherents in these two 
thousand years, it has already failed.” 

Failed? Well, in part we have; but in 
spirit and faith we have not. We may only 
partially succeed even if we reset our- 
selves to things that seem too great for us. 
But this is no excuse for weakness. Rather 


it should inspire us to look to the hills from 
which come strength, and then to put some- 
thing of the vision of those hills into the 
moral endeavor of the world. That vision 
bids no failure: its nature is strength, and 
with it we may face the future expectant 
and grateful. 

We seek light and truth as the spirit of 
progress; strategy and diplomacy have 
failed. 

We seek the larger friendships; enmity 
and prejudice—however great their fire— 
must ultimately die out. Friendship does 
not die. 

We seek the blessings of freedom for all 
men; slavery, political or moral, is not 
wanted on the earth. 

Then let us thank God and take courage, 
invite his impartation of grace and spirit 
that we go forward. The door of the future 
is now ajar, and we need not be afraid. 

o 


“Wondrous day to be alive in when, with 
furious might and main, 

God is fashioning the future on the anvil 
horns of pain.” 


Let us pray— = 

That we may be grateful for the blessing 
the last year has brought; 

That where cur lives have been touched 
by sorrow that our memories that linger 
may be tender and that our affections may 
continue strong; 

That where we have failed, we will not be 
discouraged ; 

That though we may have faltered or 
fallen, yet we will not accept defeat; 

That light and truth, love and justice, 
may be more largely vouchsafed the coming 
year for the people of the world; 

And that in the coming year, God and 
man will be more clearly unified in the 
achievements of a lasting happiness and 
joy. 

o 

Blaze the pathway of duty before each, 
and help each to fulfill the high mission of 
devotion to country and devotion to the God 
of all nations.—Chaplain Muir, in the open- 
ing prayer of the United States Senate. 

oO 

Keep our vision clear, owr Father, even 
let thy light lead us. Keep our minds open 
and alert that we may more truly see where 
truth points the way. We are deeply grate- 
ly for the life we have, and for the years 
that have aided our growth and our experi- 
ence. We thank thee for the lives with 
whom we have shared the common task, for 
lives that have served us beyond our worth, 
for lives whose paths have been brighter be- 
cause we have sought to love and to serve 
them. Help us to enter the new year hope- 
fully, purposefully, trustingly. Guide us 
into strong endeavor that will enlarge the 
happiness of the world and that will extend 
thy glory in the earth. Now abideth faith, 
hope, love; but may these ever abide more 
fully as humanity moves into the new eras 
of thy providence. Amen. 

ERNEST D. GILBERT. 











oman’s Work 


Mrs. Emma S, Powers, 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





Co-operative Work 

N ISSION work among farm and cannery 

migrants is growing. This most inter- 
esting work is carried on most extensively 
during the summer months. “The work 
was never in a more auspicious condition,” 
says Miss Quinlin. “It means much to the 
Church that there is this interdenomina- 
tional field of service for students each sum- 
mer. The budget is pitifully small in view 
of the large opportunity, the great need, the 
hundreds of canneries, the States as yet 
untouched.” 

There is a “full-time all-year” supervisor 
in the person of Miss Parker who has 
served most efficiently during the past year. 

We are glad indeed that our own board 
has a part in this excellent work. It was 
voted at our annual meeting in October 
that we increase our pledge this next year 
to two hundred dollars. In the list of 
gifts of the different denominations, re- 
ceived at this office, we note that our own 
board, with two others, has special men- 
tion as to their gifts, the increase of gifts 
each year since the beginning of the work. 

If you want to learn more of this work 
and care to have a stereopticon lecture on 
the subject, you can secure slides from the 
Council of Women for Home Missions, 156 
Fifth Ave., New York City, N. Y. The 
cost of rental is two dollars for a meeting 
plus the transportation one way and the 
cost of replacing broken slides, should there 
be any. Write to the Council for further 
information. 


THE Annual Meeting of Federation is to 

be held at 25 Madison Ave., New York 
City, January 5-8, 1924. Special attention 
has been called to the meeting an Monday 
evening, January 7. The principal subject 
for discussion is Law Enforcement. 

An invitation is extended to all woman’s 
mission boards. It would pay any of our 
women who live near New York, to make 
an effort to attend this meeting. 


News From Here and There 


HE School for Practical Arts for immi- 

grants and their children was founded 
in Old Concord, near Washington, Pennsyl- 
vania, in 1920, by the Presbytery of Wash- 
ington as an interdenominational enter- 
prise. It is an industrial and farm school 
for which three hundred and seventy acres 
of land were donated by the Rogers family. 
The support comes from voluntary contri- 
butions. Last year it cared for twenty-five 
boys and girls, ranging in age from ten to 
twenty-six, and from the first grade to high 
school. Many can speak no English and 
therefore could not attend public schools. 

The institute takes the pupils out of evil 
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environment, teaches them English, gives 
them Christian instruction and trains them 
for useful trades. 


The society of Christian traveling men 
known as the Gideons has placed in hotels 
of the United States and Canada 558,619 
Bibles. The largest number, 54,916, have 
been placed in the hotels of Illinois. Other 
States follow in this order: California, 
46,266; Pennsylvania, 36,679; Ohio, 36,464; 
Iowa, 25,929; Texas, 25,399; Michigan, 21,- 
553; and New Jersey, 20,059. 


The effects of the Japanese earthquake 
are being noticed along many different lines 
of missionary effort. One of these was the 
shipment by the American Bible Society in 
October of five truckloads of Bibles printea 
in Japanese. The shipment is the first of 
a series to be made from the United States 
until the society is able to replace plates 
destroyed in the earthquake and to resume 
printing in Japan. More than 500,000 vol- 


umes, it was stated, already have been 
printed, already have been printed in New 
York by photographic process to replace 
the volumes ordinarily printed in Japan. 





Rev. 





The Budget Book With a Conscience 
AST week we called your attention to a 
very fine helpful book as above. We are 


very anxious to help all our people solve - 


one of the difficult problems. This ten-cent 
book will be of great assistance and should 
be in every home. Every family should use 
it and we heartily commend it to our young 
people. It keeps record of the income, and 
your disbursements are arranged under 
three heads: Giving, Saving, Spending. 
Under “Giving” are two divisions, church, 
other causes; under “Saving” are bank, in- 
vestments, life insurance; under “Spending” 
is food, shelter, clothing, service, furnish- 
ing equipment, children, advancement, non- 
essentials, miscellaneous. Budgeting is 
planning how to use the money you receive. 
Start the year right by using a budget 
book. Send us ten cents today. 


We Have Often Wondered 

AVE you ever wondered how the mem- 

bers of a church feel which has never 
put on the Forward Movement program at 
all, nor gotten in step with its sister 
churches; or how its members feel who have 
had no part whatever in the financial part 
of the Movement? We have. Not to be 
stirred by such a movement, not to benefit 
by its program, not to bear a part of the 
burden of finances, not to have a share in 
the giving of over $400,000 to carry out 
the program of the church! They have lost 
the blessing that comes from the giving; 
from the fellowship of working in harness 
with the other churches of the brotherhood, 
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even in the same conference; from being 
in step with the denominational program. 
We wish every church would get in this 
great Movement and put on the program. 
We wish we knew how to show every pas- 
tor how much he is losing by not using the 
Movement. 

Here is a letter from a good sister who 
says: 

I cannot pay my pledge just now. It is 
a sacred pledge and in time I intend to pay 
it. I am a farmer’s wife and J tithe my 
income from my cows and chickens, but our 
income this year is small. I have a gold 
ring which cost six dollars when new and 
if you could take that as a part of my pay- 
ment I will send it. I am glad to sacrifice 
for the cause of Christ. May the Lord 
bless the Christian Church and keep her 
true. 

Do you wonder that God blesses a work 
in which there are the red marks of sac- 
rifice? We have often wondered how the 
one who has no part in it feels. 


Stewardship Round Table Questions 

ID you look over the list of stewardship 

questions recently appearing in this de- 
partment? We shall be glad to furnish 
you a printed list. Would it not be most 
interesting to make a real study of those 
questions, say of 1, 2, 7, 11, 28, at your mid- 
week service some night, for instance; or 
questions 4, 18, 21, 30, 41, some evening for 
the whole group of your church officials? 
Why not plan to give a day by your entire 
church for an institute to study and discuss 
the entire list of forty-five questions? In- 
vite in one or two of our churches nearest 
you and have a day of real fellowship and 
get down to real study of your church finan- 
cial problems. How are you and your peo- 
ple getting down and facing the real issues 
of Christian stewardship? Are you enroll- 
ing a fine list of tithers in your church? 
We have a nice card of recognition that we 
would like to give to all tithers. 


OW did the Lord’s cause fare in your 
Christmas expenditures? What share 


did the Japanese emergency fund get to 
rebuild those destroyed churches, or what 
did your college get from you, or the 
orphanage, or some other cause of your 
church? It takes men plus the Holy Spirit 
to write large checks for the Kingdom. 





Foreign Missions 
Wilson P. Minton, Secretary 





On to Indianapolis 

GPLENDID delegations, composed of stu- 

dent and faculty members from each of 
our colleges, are planning to be present for 
the entire session of the great Student Vol- 
unteer Convention at Indianapolis which 
begins this coming Friday, December 28, 
and continues until Tuesday, January 1. 
Some of our folks in graduate schools also 
plan to come, and we are looking forward 
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to a fine opportunity for these members of 
our church, many of whom have never be- 
fore met, to get acquainted with each other. 
It is the one great opportunity of a student 
generation. 


The Big Rally 

Don’t forget the big rally of the Christian 
Church in the Y. M. C. A. Building on Sun- 
day afternoon, December 30, at three 
o’clock. We are expecting not only the 
students attending the convention, but also 
a big group of our folks from near-by 
churches. With such excellent roads and 
interurban lines leading into Indianapolis, 
large numbers of our pastors in Indiana 
should get their best young people to this 
meeting. It will mean much to your own 
local church and much to your young peo- 
ple to have them come into contact with 
this great convention. Don’t miss it. Col- 
lege students home on vacation and the 
other loyal young people of your church 
should be urged to come. What church will 
bring the largest number? 


Headquarters of the Christian Church 

The headquarters of the Christian Church 
will be the Linden Hotel, though some of 
our delegates will room elsewhere. The 
Linden is just across the street from the 
Y. M. C. A. We will also have a booth in 
Tomlinson Hall, where the Secretary will 
be glad to arrange personal conferences 
with any who desire. Call and see us. You 
will find us at Booth No. 5. And don’t for- 
get to visit the exhibit. 


The Japan Earthquake Fund 

VEN before Christmas, gifts for this 

cause began coming in. One Sunday- 
school sent fifty dollars saying it had 
decided to give the amount of its annual 
Christmas supper. That’s a fine spirit. 
Making this the object of the White Gifts 
Service has been decided upon by a number 
that have written us. Some individual gifts 
have been coming in. We hope that many 
of our people will at this Christmas season 
decide to share in a personal way their 
Christmas with our stricken brethren across 
the sea. This is an emergency need. We 
are not responsible for it, but it is upon us, 
and with it comes the tremendous oppor- 
tunity to show the genuineness of our 
Christian spirit by quickly and completely 
rebuilding the damaged property so thar 
our work in Japan méy prove its worth. 
To fail now would forever injure the great 
good our missionaries have been doing these 
many years. 






PCE 


and Life Service 


Rev. McD. Howsare, Executive Secretary 


Evangelism 





Children and the Kingdom 
HE following information appears in Dr. 
Goodell’s report on Evangelism to the 
Annual Meeting of the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Federal Council: 
The latest figures secured by Dr. Athearn 







show that whereas forty years ago the age 
of largest church accessions was 16.4, it is 
now 11.9. Thus nearly five years have been 
added to the Christian life of our people. 
In the case of 6194 persons who replied 
to a questionnaire, ten percent were re- 
ceived into the church before they were ten 
years of age and forty-three percent be- 
tween the ages of ten and fifteen. The 
figures also show that as many were re- 
ceived from five to ten years of age as from 
thirty-five to seventy. Fifty-eight percent 
of the people were received about Easter, 
while only seven percent came in the month 
of August. 
Life Service Flags 
A BEAUTIFUL silk life service flag may 
be now obtained from our office, size 


24”x42”. Hand stitched—gold fringe—ex- 





RECENT ACCESSIONS 


Springfield Church, Miami Ohio Con- 
ference, Rev. A. B. Kendall, pas- 


CP caste inn eeamoned 3 
Wakarusa Church, Eel River Con- 
ference, Rey. Clarence Defur .......... 34 


Houston Church, Miami Ohio Con- 
ference, Rev. Heber O’Hara ............ 40 
Crown Point Church, Miami Ohio 
Conference, Rey. Clark A. Denison 1 
Farmers Chapel Church, Southern 
Ohio Conference, Rev. A, H. Ben- 
nett 
Tippecanoe Church, 
Indiana Conference, 
Cook 
Darlington Church, Western Indiana 
Conference, Rev. J. C. Orebaugh.... 4 
Elmwood Church, Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts Conference, Rev. W. 
G, Sargent 
Burnt Prairie Church, Illinois Con- 
ference, Rev. F. G. Bell 
Christian Chapel Church, Central Il- 
linois Conference, Rev. F, G. Bell. 3 
N. Manchester Church, Eel River 
Conference, Rev. B. A. Hartley ...... 10 
Pleasant View Church, Central Iil- 
nois Conference, Rev. J. E, Fry...... 1 
Milmine Church, Central Illinois 
Conference, Rev. J. E. Fry .............. 4 
Urbana Church, Central Illinois Con- 
ference, Rev. E. A. Watkins .......... 1 
Bethel, Central Illinois Conference, 
a: Me Tie TI vsveticscctentenensens 12 
Victoria Park, Ontario Conference, 
Rev. Horace G. Halse ................-.-... 2 


First Christian, Norfolk, Eastern 
Virginia Conference, Rev. J. G. 
Truitt 

Oshawa, 
Cotten 

Matfield Green, Southern Kansas 
Conference, Rey. E. Rasmussen... 8 

North Christian, New Bedford, Rhode 
Island and Massachusetts Confer- 
ence, Rev. H. M. Hainer .................. 2 

Oak Grove, Southern Wabash IIli- 
nois Conference, Rev. Jno. H, Har- 
GD enetqigninstpnicninnncieneaiinpeeds 10 

Porterville, Southern Wabash IIli- 
nois Conference, Rey. Jno. H. Har- 


Northwestern 
Rev. D. A. 


Ontario Conference, E. T. 


Clearville, Rays Hill and Southern 
Pennsylvania Conference, Rev. W. 
M. Jay 


West Manchester, Miami Ohio Con- 
ference, Rev. R. E. Emmert 
Harrisville, Eastern Indiana Confer- 
ence, Rev. Zelma Mills 


| 


E. T, 8S. LEAGUE ENROLLMENTS 
Warren Indiana 


dina npeninianliaseviaiadpiniicibewisieticaei 11 
Springfield, Ohio .................................... 6 
eee 13 
And sundry others from sundry 


churches, making a total of ____. 

The above are studying our new text 
book, “Evangelism of Youth.” Hence 
they are members of our Enlistment 
Training Service League. 


ee | 
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tra stars. Price $7.75. Department of 
Evangelism and Life Service, Headquar- 
ters: Room 28, C. P. A. Bldg., Dayton, Ohio. 


Circulating Library 
E have ready to send to any one twelve 
up-to-date books on Evangelism. We 
loan them for two weeks. You pay postage 
both ways. Send today. 












The General Convention 


Rey. J. F. Burnett, D. D., 


Secretary 





HE article on page six, entitled “A Nec- 

essity to Our Church Life,” is written 
by the president of the General Convention, 
and the readers of The Herald of Gospel 
Liberty are kindly requested and urged to 
give it a careful and prayerful readings. 
Doctor Coffin believes that the Convention 
offering is far more than a mere administra- 
tion expense, that it is a vital necessity to 
the work and progress of the whole church. 

The offering to The General Convention 
cf the Christian Church is to be taken on 
the second Sunday in January. 

Let every one of you lay by him in store, 
on the first day of the week as God hath 
prospered him.—1 Cor. 16: 2. 

Every man according as he purposeth in 
his heart so let him give; not grudgingly, 
or of necessity; for God loveth a cheerful 
ziver.—2 Cor. 9: 7. 

He that soweth sparingly shall reap also 
sparingly; and he that soweth bountifully 
shall reap also bountifully—2 Cor. 16: 2. 

The churches that have not remitted an 
offering for the Aged Ministers’ Home are 
to be reminded of that fact, and that, too, 
by the advice of the Convention president. 
The whole church voted that $25,000 should 
be raised, and the whole church should see 
to it that what it say should be done, is done. 
The Reminders will not be mailed until time 
enough has elapsed for this warning to be 
heeded. I doubt that a failure, with so lit- 
tle excuse and so much shame, has ever 
come to the Christian Church than that of 
failing to provide for the aged ministers 
who must spend the closing days of their 
lives in a publicly supported home. 


Proceedings of the Advisory Committee of 
the Forward Movement as reported to 
and adopted by the Executive 
Committee of the General 
Convention, November, 1922 


The Forward Movement Advisory Committee and 
the Superintendent met in the C. P. A. Chapel at 
nine-thirty a. m. to work out the details necessary to 
carry out the action of the General Board of the Chris- 
tian Church at its October meeting as follows: 

“In view of the tremendous and pressing needs and 
the compelling opportunities now open to us, it is 
the judgment of this committee that as many of the 
pledges of the Forward Movement as possible should 
be renewed in order to meet the need of our expand- 
ing work.” 

“‘We believe that this committee should be empow- 
ered to secure the continuance of the pledges by cor- 
respondence and personal conversation through all 
our denominational representatives, but without a 
general campaign; the details of this undertaking to 
be worked out by this committee in consultation with 
the Superintendent of the Forward Movement and 
approved by the Executive Committee.” 

There were present members Coffin, Minton, Win- 
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ters, Thomas, and Superintendent Denison. Dr. Min- 


ton offered prayer. 


It was decided to prepare a bulletin to be sent to 
all subscribers setting forth the work already begun, 
and that already done by the, boards and the several 
departments of the church with the funds received 
from the Forward Movement, giving a condensed 
statement of how in each case the funds have been 
set at work for the Kingdom and what their gifts are 
now doing. 


Letters are to be sent by the Superintendent to the 
members of The General Board of the Christian 
Church, our active pastors, and to conference officials, 
inviting suggestions and enlisting sympathetic co-op- 
eration in carrying on the work so well begun that 
there may be no retrenchment. 


Articles are to be offered The Herald of Gospel 
Liberty setting forth the needs of the continuation 
work, its vital relationship to our work as a part 
of the Kingdom work, and its denominational in- 
fluence. 

That a joint letter of appreciation to each sub- 
scriber, prepared by Dr. A. M. Kerr, be sent out in 
the name of the several departments of the church; 
that this be followed by a letter of the same import 
from the president of the General Convention; and a 
third one be sent by the superintendent of the For- 
ward Movement, 

Following which all subscribers having completed 
their payments, and others as they complete theirs, 
be invited by correspondence and by personal con- 
versation through all our denominational representa- 
tives to renew their subscriptions; said subscriptions 
to be made to The General Convention of the Chris- 
tian Church to sustain the work already begun by 
the Forward Movement and to carry it on without re- 
trenchment; said subscriptions to continue until can- 
celed by the donor, the distribution to be the same as 
heretofore: twenty-five percent for Home Missions, 
twenty-five percent for Foreign Missions, thirty per- 
eent for Christian Education, fifteen percent for the 
General Convention, and five percent for Publishing. 

The Stewardship and Promotional Secretary asked 
the Forward Movement agencies to co-operate in every 
way possible the following items: 
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a. Stressing the fifteen percent annual benevolence 
increase as directed by the General Convention ; 

b. A thorough campaign for the every-member 
canvass ; 

ce. The enlistment of tithers. 


Remittance for November, 1923 
Whole Number of Remittances ........esseeeeees 241 


From Churches ooocccccseccccccccccccccccccceces 188 
General Convention .........+. $ 89.29 
Foreign Missions ........++++++ 77.20 
Home Missions ........+.++++0+ 40.11 
Christian Education ........... 900.99 
Aged Ministers’ Home ........ 1,258.10 
Franklinton College .........+. 28.71 
Carversville Orphanage ....... 10.00 
Defiance College ........+..0+- 7.48 
Federal Council ............e0. 3.71 
Relief Funds ..sccccccosccsccs 22.19 

From Sunday-schools ......ccccccccccccccccccece $2 
Christian Education ..........- $ 181.08 

ei SII 6o5.4000o0000se<a0snanasdeuacs i 
General Convention ........... $ 28.37 

From Departenents .2ccccccorcocsercscccecscoees A 
Christian Education ........... $ 291.67 

Personal Gitte ..ccccccccsccccccccccccccccccecee 18 
General Convention ........... $ 38.00 
Christian Education ........... 15.60 
Aged Ministers’ Home ......... 22.50 
BE FONE a cccctccecverccves 10.00 


Received for Relief Funds November, 1923 


NEAR EAST RELIEF 
New Bedford, North Church, Mass. ...... ne 0009200 


Seas CE, BOG.. sc cdccrccrccacscvecsstocce 1.00 
PERSONAL GIFTS 

Mrs. Mary F. Robinson .............+. Bosvvced $5.00 
ARMENIAN RELIEF 

Hagerstown Church, Ind. ........seescccescees $5.00 
JAPAN RELIEF 

Otter Creek Church, Ind. ..ccccccscccccccccce $6.66 

Wolfeboro Church, N. H. ......cccsccccccccccce 7.63 

% PERSONAL GIFTS L 
Mrs. ©, B. BOmmett ..cccccccccesccccccccosseces $5.00 


A Chosen Leader and a Chosen Land 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR JANUARY 6, 1924 
Gen. 12:1 to 25:10 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—In thee shall all the fam- 
ilies of the earth be blessed.—Gen. 12: 3. 


HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, December 31—A Chosen Lead- 
er, Gen, 12: 1-9; 18: 17-19. 
Tuesday, January 1—A Chosen Land. 
Gen. 13: 12-18. 

Wednesday, January 2—Abram and 
Melchizedck. Gen, 14: 17-24. 
January 3—The Covenant 
Gen, 15: 7-18. 


Thursday, 
Confirmed, 


Friday, January 4—Abraham the Inter- 


cessor. Gen, 18: 23-33. 
Saturday, January 5—God Tries Abra- 
ham. Gen, 22: 1-14. 
Sunday, January 6—The Lord Our 
Leader. Psalm 23. 





A Foreword 

URING the next six months the Inter- 

national Uniform series of lessons will 
lead us in an outline study of the history of 
Israel from Abram’s time to the time of 
Solomon. In any suggestions given in this 
department the writer has in mind that 
the most of our church schools will have 
graded lessons for at least the Beginners 
and Primaries, and so is thinking of those 
at work with Juniors, the more advanced 
grades, and adults. 

The writer is persuaded that we have 
put not too much stress on efficient teach- 
ing, but too little on adequate worship. One 
of the discouraging things about our 


church schools is the deadening monotony 
of the order of worship. He is planning, 
therefore, to offer each week a different 
program for the ordinary school where it is 
not departmentalized. Space will forbid 
giving prepared responsive reading; but it 
must ever be remembered that these va- 
rious orders are only suggestive, and they 
are so simple in plan that the smallest 
school may use them. 

This of necessity will cut down space for 
lesson comment, but help in this field is so 
abundant through our quarterlies and The 
Journal of Christian Education, that there 
would not seem to be need of full treatment 
here. 

This department will welcome sugges- 
tions at any time that the greatest help 
may be afforded the greatest number. 


ORDER OF SERVICE 


Quiet Music. 

Silent Prayer. 

Hymn—“Oh God, Our 
Past.” 

Prayer—Thanksgiving for the past year, 
forgiveness for its sins and weaknesses and 
guidance and help for the coming year. 

Bible—Juniors rise and quote their mem- 


Help in Ages 


ory verses; the whole school rises and quotes 


Psalm 23. 


Hymn—"The King of Love My Shepherd ° 


I 
s. 
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Undisturbed Teaching Period. 

Worshipful Music. 

School Announcements; Secretary's Re- 
port and Comment. 

Hymn—‘Onward Christian Soldiers.” 


Lesson Suggestions 


(GoD called Abram because he wanted 

him and needed him He chose Israel 
to do a work that he wanted to have done. 
He would reveal his will and love to men. 
He is not partial. He loved Hammurabi as 
much as Abram; Babylon as much as Is- 
rael, but the latter were better fitted ta do 
the thing that God wants to have done. If 
they will not “carry on,” his chosen people 
becomes another race that will. 

Abram is sensitive to God, and thus God 
was able to speak to him. He was listening 
and so he heard him above the din: of Ur’s 
commercial rivalries, and more clearly than 
the social possibilities of Haran. 

He kept the lines of communication open. 
He was very busy, but he took “time to be 
holy.” He grew rich and prosperous; but 
he built his altars everywhere, and there 
worshiped the God who was calling and 
using him. He offered on that altar his 
dearest and his best. No wonder he could 
hear God’s voice. 

He went when he was called. God had 
wanted some one to go for a long time; but 
Abram not only listened to the call, but he 
went. He had lots of room io make ex- 
cuses, but he went. He knew not what or 
whither, but he heard God’s call and went. 
He pondered over it, prepared for it, but 
he went. 

He was a pathfinder, a surveyor. He 
knew that he was not going out for him- 
self. Some one must go on ahead and sur- 
vey the road, not that the surveyor may 
ride in comfort, but that all the people of 
the country and of the coming generations 
may be blessed. Abram was following the 
trail not for Abram nor for Israel, but that 
all the nations of the earth may be blessed. 

And then he was practical in it all. He 
prayed for Lot and his city, and also— 
peace lover that he was—he went out after 
the kings who had carried Lot away captive 
and his family and goods as spoil, defeated 
the enemy, and brought back his friends. 
It is of interest, too, to note in these days 
when occasionally we see very poorly kept 
country graveyards, that Abram bought a 
burial place for his dead and cared for it 
so carefully that it was a marked place for 


centuries. 
Qo 


The big thing is not luxury, but content- 
ment; not a big house, but a big satisfac- 
tion; not accumulated art treasures, but a 
fine artistic appreciation; not a big library, 
but a serene studiousness; not a big estate, 
but a large vision. The big things are not 
“the things that are seen, but the things 
that are not seen.” Seek peace and ensue 
it.” “Seek the things that are above.” 
“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his 
righteousness.” Such are the goodly pearls. 
—J. H. Jowett. 
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Do Better Still 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR JANUARY 6, 1924 
Phi.l 3: 12-14 (Consecration Meeting) 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 
Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 
Christian Church 


Program Pointers 


For a motto Isaiah 54: 2—‘“‘Enlarge the place of thy 
tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of thy 
habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and 
strengthen thy stakes.” 

Ask the pastor to give a five-minute address on 
this motto, applying it, of course, to the work of 
Christian Endeavor. 

Have the president relate briefly what the society 
did along certain lines last year, and some member, 
asked beforehand and who has compared notes with 
the president, tell in what way the society may “do 
better still” in the coming year. 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 


“Christ, our Mighty Captain, leads the foe.” 
“Marching With the Heroes.” “Onward, Christian 
Soldiers.” ‘Victory Through Grace.” ‘The Victor’s 


Song.” Have ‘Lead Me, Savior,” sung as an alto 
and soprano or alto and tenor duet, or as a mixed 
quartet. It would be impressive to have it sung as 
the last number. Ask the society to stand during the 
last verse, which should be sung softly and with the 
members’ heads bowed. Repeat the Mizpah and go 
out with that prayer in the heart. Other good hymns 
are, “Sound the Battle Cry,” “The Fight is On,” 
“Enlisted for the King,” “Victory With Jesus.” 


For POSTER 


At the right of your blackboard or cardboard 
draw the picture of a post and label it, “Our 1924 
Goal Post.’”’ At the left side draw or fasten pictures 
to illustrate the following: Prayer, giving, service, 
friendship, reading, work for Christ, better use of 
time, or any other topics that may appeal to you. 


Discussions on the Daily Readings 
MonpPayY. Better Praying. Luke 18: 9- 

14. Perhaps we have been observing 
the “Quiet Hour” prayer-time throughout 
the past year and possibly have found time 
for other seasons of private prayer, but. we 
reed still more prayer. Jesus spent long 
hours in prayer. Perhaps we need more 
humble prayer. It might not be amiss to 
analyze our prayers occasionally and see 
how much of pure unselfishness there real- 
ly is in them. 

Tuesday. Better Giving. Matt. 6: 1-4. 
There is a kind of giving that gives to be 
seen and praised of men. There is a kind 
that gives with just one thought, and that 
to advance the Church of Christ in the 
earth. It is not wrong to be seen to give, 
but it is all wrong to give to be seen. The 
real value of our gift in the sight of God 
is the relation between that amount and 
what we retain for ourselves. 


Wednesday. Better Service. Luke 16: 1- 
15. The man or woman who comes to the 
place in their life experience, when they 
realize that all they have of time, talent, 
wealth, opportunity, is entrusted to them as 
stewards of God, will be pretty apt to 
change their lives for better service. Have 
you realized that tremendously important 
fact in your life? 

Thursday. Better Friendship. 1 Sam. 
18: 1-4. In this day of suspicion and malice 
and hatred and selfishness there is great 
need of true, all-wool-and-a-yard-wide 
friendship and of the kind that will not rip 
at the least little strain or ravel with the 
wear of time but grow firmer and more 
beautiful with the years. True friendship 
finds delight even as did Jonathan’s in pour- 


ing of its most royal gifts into the life of 
the friend. Every man and woman needs 
at least one trusted friend to whom they 
may go and pour out their soul and utter 
their confidences and feel assured that they 
will be treated with sincerity and confidence. 

Friday. Better Reading. Josh. 1: 1-8. 
Never in all the history of the world was 
there so much to read as at the present time. 
Never were the presses so busy turning out 
books, magazines, papers, and pamphlets. 
Never, perhaps, was there so much worth- 
while matter being printed, and never was 
there more vicious and worthless stuff being 
printed. How careful we should be in our 
choice of reading, in order that we may not 
only read the good but the best. If we 
select the best we shall not be able to keep 


MAA 


Battle Cry of the Dreamers 


ORWARD! the cry is ever, On! 
No fear shall hold us back. 

We pierce the night to hail the dawn; 
Our courage shall not slack. 


Though clouds and mists impede the view, 
Who could a doubt confess? 

The morn shall bring a vision new; 
Forward, and on, we press. 


The mists and clouds—shall but a wraith 
Say no to our advance? 

One thing is sure: our glowing faith, 
Which trails but enhance. 


The fiery sun shall quench its beams, 
The light of stars shall fade, 

Yet shall endure all heaven-born dreams; 
The truth can not be stayed. 


The future «cits upon our swords; 
How could our stanch hearts quail! 
Forward! Our battle is the Lord’s, 
Whose cause can never fail. 
—Thomas Curtis Clark. 


IGMP 


up with the stream of literature flowing 
through the world today. Let us resolve 
that we will see that our reading this year is 
the best we can make it. Above all, let us 
resolve to find more time each day for the 
reading of that best of books, the Bible. 

Saturday. Better Living. 1 Peter 3: 13- 
17. Better praying, better giving, better 
service, better friendship, better reading—if 
we follow these it must result in better liv- 
ing. Shall we not resolve to pattern our 
lives more closely after that of our Lord and 
Master this coming year? 


By Way of Illustration 


Agesilaus the Great, marching with his 
army through Thrace, used to inquire 
whether he passed through the country of 
an enemy or a friend. He sent the same 
questions to the King of Macedon, who re- 
plied that he would consider it. Hearing 
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this, Agesilaus said, “Let him consider, we 
will be marching on.” The King of Mace- 
don, overawed at this, could do nothing else, 
and so sent word that he admitted him as a 
friend. 

Flying birds are never taken in a fowl- 
er’s net.—Secker. 

I find the great thing in this world is not 
so much where we stand, as in what direc- 
tion we are moving. To reach the port of 
heaven, we must sail sometimes with the 
wind and sometimes against it—but we must 
sail, and not drift, nor lie at anchor.— 
Holmes. 

I will take heed of quenching the spark. 
and strive to kindle a fire. 

He ne’er was so good as he should be, that 
doth not strive to be better than he is; he 
never will be better than he is, that doth 
not fear to be worse than he was.—War- 
wick. 

That bold youth who climbed up the Na- 
tural Bridge in Virginia, and carved his 
name higher than any other, found when 
he had done so, that it was impossible for 
him to descend, and that his only alterna- 
tive was to go on and scale the height and 
find safety at the top. Thus it is with all 
climbing in life. There is no going down. 
It is climbing or falling. Every step up- 
ward makes another needful; and so we 
must go on until we reach heaven, the sum- 
mit of the aspirations of time.—Beecher. 


The Best I Can 
(For Reading ot Recitation) 
“I will do my best,” said a little star, 
“To make this dark world bright, 
But I only shine in my little place 
And give forth a feeble light. 
But even this little I must give 
And do the best I can, 
To help cheer and brighten this weary world; 
I am part of God’s great plan.” 


“I will do my best,” said a little flower 
Turning toward the son, 

“To make this world a pleasant place, 
To comfort and cheer each one. 

I will breathe my fragrance upon the air 
And reach every one I can, 

For I know in my little humble place 
I am part of God’s great plan.” 


“I will do my best,” said a little breeze, 
As it blew through the elm tree tall, 

“To leave each one with a grateful heart, 
Bring comfort and rest to all. 

And though I am naught but a little breeze, 
I am part of God’s great plan, 

And in helping and cheering the world around - 
I must do the best I can.” 


“I will do my best,” said a little bird, 
As it sang a merry song. 

“To cheer some one with my music sweet 
And help as I go along, 

To make this world a happy place 
And do the best I can, 

For he will not let a sparrow fall. 
I am part of God’s great plan.’’ 


If the star and bird, the breeze and flower 
Must work out the Father’s will, 

For you and me there must be a place, 
Some corner that we must fill. 

Then let us try with what strength we have 

To do the best we can, 

And not forget for a single hour. 

We are a part of God’s great plan. 


Prayer Petitions 
Pray that our motives may be better. 
Pray that our words may be better. 
Pray that our thoughts may be better. 
Pray that we may use our time better. 
Pray that we may use our talents better. 


For Discussion 

Wherein may we’ improve our minds? 

How may we improve our thoughts? 

In what ways can we improve our spiritual na- 
tures? 

How may we do better by the church? 

In what ways may our society do better work? 

In what ways may we better help our pastor? 


1023 Garfield Ave., 
Spring field, Ohio. 
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Stealing the Deacon’s Rails 


A Story 
BY GULE TRUMBULLSON 


a long time, missing rails from a 

fence around one of his lots. As the 
winter grew colder, more rails were miss- 
ing almost every night. The deacon sus- 
pected a poor man who lived near the lot 
whence the rails were ‘taken, and so deter- 
mined to watch and discover the thief, if 
possible. 

Accordingly, late one evening, he but- 
toned his warm overcoat snugly about him 
and kept nocturnal vigils, perambulating 
his spacious acres. As the night grew 
long, and the deacon grew chilly, he nursed 
his wrath, pent up to be poured out upon 
the head of the culprit who should be 
caught in the act of stealing rails. 

Soon after midnight the deacon heard 
footsteps, and watched behind an apple tree 
until he saw a man making up a bundle of 
those previous rails. As the poor fellow 
stooped to lift the bundle to his shoulders, 
the deacon sprang from his hiding place 
and pounced upon the offending victim, with 
anger in his looks and voice, and vengeance 
in his heart. As he caught hold of the col- 
lar of the man’s threadbare, thin, and 
ragged coat—which was torn in halves in 
his grasp—the deacon discovered that it 
was his life-long neighbor, Mr. Dea. 


“What are you doing here?” the deacon 
shouted. “Are you a thief? I'll have you 
up before the justice of the peace tomorrow, 
and put you where you won’t steal my rails 
any more.” 

The old man, thus apprehended and ad- 
dressed by one with whom he had been 
brought up in the same neighborhood from 
their youth, laid down his bundle of rails, 
threw his torn hat upon the frozen ground, 
and looking with bloodshot eyes into the 
deacon’s face, which, white with rage, the 
pale light of the cold moon made look more 
ghastly, he said: 

“Deacon Meigs! I know that I have done 
wrong, I ought not to have stolen your 
fence for firewood. But I tell you what it 
is, Deacon Meigs, when I saw my wife take 
off her poor ragged shawl and put it on 
the children as they slept in our only bed, 
and heard her sob, as she tried not to cry 
so that I could hear, and saw her shiver, 
and knew that she had got to sit up all 
night and walk the house to keep the 
warmth of life within her (and I had to 
keep walking so as not to freeze, but I 
didn’t care anything about myself, only for 
her and the little ones) and when I thought 
that they would be hungry in the morning, 
and we should have no fire so as to boil the 
last potatoes which had been given to us, 
and how the children would cry and my 
dear old wife would cry, too, I just put on 
my hat (there it is on the ground) and 


Ge: old Deacon Meigs had been, for 


started out to steal some rails, and so get 
’em warm once, anyhow, before they die. 
And I wish we were all dead together, and 
then no deacon would ever scare me to 
death again, at dead of night, when I knew 
I was stealing his rails.” 

The tears ran down the old man’s face 
as he continued: 

“Deacon Meigs! Put yourself where I 
was tonight, and where I’ve been many a 
night this winter, with your wife and chil- 
dren crying around you, and almost frozen, 
and almost starved, and you a lookin’ on and 
seein’ and hearin’ ’em, and you’d steal rails! 
es, Deacon Meigs, I tell you that you’d 
steal rails, though you be a deacon, and a 
good ’un too, as far as I know. Ah! Deacon 
Meigs, there’s no tellin’ what a man’ll do, 
till he’s put to it.” 

The deacon took out his handkerchief 
from his inner coat pocket, and wiped his 
eyes, and looked—no longer in anger—but 


Uli UT 
Selfishness Dies 


ELL me if love is coming, 
My heart to thrill? 
Yes, love is surely coming, 
Your life to fill. 
And will love make me happy, 
Through all my years? 
Love cannot make you happy— 
Love will bring tears. 
What is the use of loving, 
If love brings sighs? 
This is the use of loving: 
Selfishness dies. 
It’s happiness I’m asking— 
Long as I live. 
Love makes an end of asking, 
Love makes you give. 
—Harriet Murdock Billings. 


UMMM 


calmly, and in pity, and in love (for the 
deacon was a real kind, good man), and 
replied: 

“Mr. Dea, take home these rails tonight 
and make a good warm fire. I am rather 
inclined to think you are right, and that I 
might steal rails if you put me to’t, God 
only knows. But, Mr. Dea, if you want any 
more wood this winter, come to me and I 
will give you all you need, only don’t take 
any more of the fences; but—hang it—I’d 
rather all my fences were burnt up than 
have my neighbors suffer as you have done.” 
So those old men separated that night, and 
Mr. Dea never stole rails again, and Deacon 
Meigs looked out for him, and for other 
poor people, too, to be sure that none whom 
he could help should suffer so as to be 
tempted to steal. 

This occurrence took place in my native 
town of Madison, Connecticut, when I was 
a little boy. Those old men are now both 
dead; but I can never forget their look, nor 
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lose the impression which my father’s nar- 
ration of this incident made upon me. Since 
then, I have seen young men grow old tn 
corruption and in crime, and old men fall 
into acts of meanness and vice, and Chris- 
tian men do wrong—and I have seen them 
repent and weep, and sin no more in those 
same ways in which they had fallen under 
strong temptation—and when I think that 
I have not committed just those acts of sin 
into which they fell, I think that I might 
have done the very same if I had been 
tempted just as they were tempted; and so 
I have learned to pity them, and pray for 
them, and say no harsh word about them. 
God only knows. under what power of temp- 
tation even a good man may fall. There 
is no telling what a man will do until he is 
put to it. God help us all_—Church Union. 


Blessed by the Man He Reviled 


ROM a Middle West pastor comes an 

affecting story which ought to bring not 
a blush of shame to the cheeks but the grace 
of shame to the hearts of those Christians 
who have strangely come to imagine that 
they serve the Lord by spreading in the 
minds of the uninstructed an unbrotherly 
distrust of Christ’s prophets. This pastor 
speaks of a former elder in his church who 
all last winter lay suffering from a fatal 
disease. He had been for years a reader 
of a church paper which specializes in dis- 
paragement of almost every Christian 
leader who discovers any fresh and more 
convincing way of stating the truth of the 
gospel. From that journal this dying man 
had learned a terrific detestation of Harry 
Emerson Fosdick, and he denounced Fos- 
dick repeatedly as he bemoaned the present 
state of the Church. 


Says this pastor “He was bitter, very 
bitter. But I took him Fosdick’s book on 
prayer. I never told him who the author 
was. He read and reread it; and when I 
went to see him, he would say to me: ‘I 
can’t thank you enough for this book. The 
author is a man of God’s anointing. I wish 
we had more men like him.’ The dear old 
soul died, and Fosdick, ‘the disrupter of 
the Church,’ was one of ‘the anointed of 
God’ to ease his last days down the dark 
path and to support him while he groped 
in the fast gathering gloom of earth’s day. 
It seems to me that such a case is typical 
of very much of the present condition of 
men’s thoughts and feelings.” 


Undoubtedly it is. And what is to be the 
excuse which zealots will in the end give 
to the Lord for scandalizing so wretchedly 
men whom he has anointed to make his 
message real to this generation—men whose 
ministry of grace is proved by the thou- 
sands whom they help in just the way that 
this sufferer was helped? Will a plea of 
ignorance cover all the responsibility of the 
defamers for the false witness they spread? 
—The Continent. : 
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For Children ; 


The Day After Christmas 

ND now that you have your sewing box, 

Grace, you can go over to Dora’s house 
and have such fun making dolly clothes,” 
mamma suggested. So she could! Dora 
loved to sew better than anything. Grace 
tried to forget how much she herself had 
wanted a book. 


“Here is the little pincushion, and here 
are the needles. You know you were al- 
ways losing your needle. And here are all 
sorts of little patterns for aprons and 
dresses and caps.” Mamma explained them 
till Grace became really excited. A sewing 
box was a very nice Christmas present 
after all. She had never much loved to sew, 
but she would now; and she and Dora would 
be better friends than ever. 


She went skipping to Dora’s house with 
the sewing box under her arm; but half 
way she met Dora coming to her house car- 
rying her own Christmas present—a big 
lovely book, with an interesting hand organ 
and monkey right on the cover. 


“My new book that Santa Claus brought 
me,” she said proudly. 

“See my new sewing box—isn’t it a 
dear?” Just for a moment Dora’s face fell. 
She had always wanted a sewing box and 
had secretly hoped that Santa Claus would 
bring her one; but she went on talking 
about her book. She was anxious that 
Grace should see it. She knew Grace loved 
books better than anything in the world. 
Grace was equally anxious to show her pat- 
terns and bright new needles. They didn’t 
have a very pleasant visit, and the two little 
girls went home, sad for almost the first 
time in their lives. 


“I thought I was going to have such a 
good time showing my book to Grace,” Dora 
complained. “She always loved to read 
books better than to sew, but now she can’t 
think of anything but sewing, because she’s 
got a new sewing box. I don’t care; I'll 
read my book myself,” and she did and 
found it contained many wonderfully in- 
teresting things. 


“And Dora doesn’t love to sew any more 
at all now, so we won’t have any fun with 
my new sewing box after all. She just 
pokes over her new book all the time. I 
don’t care; I can sew all by myself, and 
when I’ve made a perfectly lovely dress 
she’ll see!” So Grace went to work with 
her scissors and needle, and soon was sur- 
prised at what she could do. 

When the two little friends met again 
they had a great deal to tell one another. 
There were stories that Dora had found 
in the new book too good to keep a minute, 
and little dresses and aprons to be dis- 
played. 

“I like to sew just as qwell as I like to 
read, now,” Grace said. 

“I like to read just as well as I like to 
sew,” Dora declared. For a moment they 


stood looking at one another, then they both 
laughed. 


“Isn’t it perfectly wonderful, we both 
like exactly the same things now?” Grace 
said. 

“And now we'll live happy together for- 
ever and ever,” said Dora.—The Continent. 


Happy New Year 
APPY New Year!” 

“Happy New Year!” responded little 
Mary Ann, as she placed her basket ot 
laundry on the sidewalk and looked up into 
the cheery face of the elderly lady who had 
greeted her and received a pleasant smile. 

“Happy New Year!” she said, a minute 
later, as Tim Graham ran by her. 


“Humph,” responded Tim, 
quickly and turning around. 
putting on airs, Mary Ann?” 

“They’re not airs, Tim,” said Mary Ann; 
“they’re just things to pass along. Before 
I came out this morning, mother said: ‘If 
you get anything good while you’re out, 
just pass it along.’ I got a real pleasant 
‘Happy New Year’ from the white-haired 
lady you just met, so I’m passing it along 
to you. It’s your turn now.” 


stopping 
“Aren’t you 


“Mebbe,” said Tim, as he turned away 
and pushed his bare hands deeper into his 
torn pockets. “But,” he added to himself, 
“I wonder who’d care for my Happy New 
Year; guess I'll try it, though.” 


“Happy New Year!” he said in a half 
bashful way a minute afterward, as he met 
an officer of the law. 


“Happy New Year!” responded the big 
policeman, cheerily. “It seems good to have 
a chap like you speak up so free and 
honest.” 


“Say, will you pass it along?” asked Tim, 
looking up into the face above him. “That’s 
what Mary Ann said to me, sir.” 


“That’s what I’ll do, my boy, and be glad 
to. It’s a good thing.” 


“Happy New Year, ma’am,” he said, 
cheerily, as he approached an apple stand, 
behind which an apple woman stood shiv- 
ering. 

“Happy New Year!” said the apple 
woman, as Mrs. Murphy stopped to buy 
some apples. 

“A ‘Happy New Year’ is it, you’re giving 
me?” exclaimed Mrs. Murphy. “Sure, if 
it’s a happy new year to the loikes of you 
a-shivering behind that apple stand, what 
moight it be to me sick man at home who 
has a good fire and plinty of hot gruel? Ilr 
take that home to him, and sure he’ll stop 
fretting because he can’t get out to work 
till next week.—Exchange. 


Three Bad Hawks 
’D shoot a hawk as quick as I would a 
wildcat,” Phil Warner was telling the 
rest of the boys. He had just taken a pop 


at one with his twenty-two and had ruffled 
its feathers. 

“Any kind of a hawk?” demanded Ash- 
ley Thompson, showing sudden interest in 
something besides the paper he was 
reading. 

“Yes, any hawk. They’re all thieves; 
they deserve to be killed, the same as mur- 
derers and pirates.” 

“Where do you get that?” demanded 
Ashley, with a sudden glint in his eye, and 
putting his finger on a place he had been 
reading in the paper. 

“Where do I get it? 
knows that, always have. 


Why, everybody 
I should think 


-you’d be ashamed not to know it.” 


“Well, I’m not—because it isn’t so—see 
here, now, I’m not calling you a liar; but 
you see I was just reading in this paper the 
county farm advisor gave father when you 
spoke. He’s the man who talked in the 
school, you know, and proved that only one 
kind of owl eats chickens, and all the rest, 
particularly the barn owl, eat mice and rats. 
Now listen to what Uncle Sam’s man in 
Washington says about hawks. ‘There are 
only three hawks out of the many that may 
possibly be said to be more injurious than 
beneficial to the farmers. These are the 
sharp-shinned hawk, the Cooper hawk, and 
the Western goshawk. These hawks are 
outlaws, and bounties are sometimes offered 
for their scalps. They can be told because 
they are blue darters and not soarers. The 
hawks that soar slowly overhead are invari- 
ably beneficial.’ ” 

“Humph! You’ve got to show me,” 
sniffed Phil, though it was easy to see his 
pride was keeping him from admitting that 
“Uncle Sam’s Man” might be nearer right 
than he. , 

“Well, what kind of a hawk was it that 
you just shot at?” Ashley demanded good- 
naturedly. 

“Why,” broke in Harry Jones, “the hawk 
you shot at, Phil, wasn’t a blue—it had a 
red tail. Father says a red-tailed hawk 
eats ground squirrels and gophers and mice. 
He says it’s better than a cat about the 
place, because it doesn’t rob birds’ nests, 
and birds are farmers’ friends.” 


“And the sparrow hawks eat almost en- 
tirely mice, grasshoppers, and insects,” said 
the teacher who came up just then. “I’ve 
been talking with Mr. Swain, the county 
farm advisor, about this very subject. He 
says he has found over 100 grasshoppers in 
the stomach of one of these hawks. I guess 
Ashley—or rather ‘Uncle Sam’s Man in 
Washington’—is right; there are only three 
kinds of hawks that ought to be outlawed 
and shot at sight, and we should be very 
foolish and wicked to go about trying to 
kill our friends who are helping to protect 
our crops just because we happen to have 
a weapon that will kill.” 

Phil blushed and looked thoughtfully at 
his new rifle. He wondered if he had been 
so foolish as to make war against friends. 
—John F. Cowan. 
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Some New Books 


(Any book can be furnished by The Christian Publishing Association 
at publisher’s price). 


The Discovery of God. By Basil King. Cos- 
mopolitan Book Corpcration. $2.00. 


The name of Basil King on any book is a 
guarantee that it is written in a manner 
that will hold popular interest, and this 
guarantee is made good in the great theme 
which he here handles. Step by step he 
leads his reader through the Bible to show 
how the idea of God develops in slow stages 
from Abraham to whom he was Almighty 
God, down to Jesus who reveals him as the 
universal father. Jacob discovers him as 
the God who cares, Moses as the only God, 
David as the God of right, Isaiah as the God 
of all men, Jeremiah as the God of per- 
sonal relations, and Daniel as the God who 
protects. And while many theologians will 
not be willing to concede this idea of devel- 
opment, many others will give it their full- 
est approval; and all, it seems to us, will 
heartily consent to the various facets of 
God’s nature as they are emphasized in 
these different chapters one by one. Surely 
the publishers are correct in believing that 
the volume will stimulate a new enthusiasm 
for Bible reading and a new insight into the 
Book and the great truths which it por- 
trays. Many a man who cannot be per- 
suaded to read the Bible will find this book 
intensely interesting and a guide into the 
Bible and into a deeper and finer conception 
of its worth. 


The Idea of God. By Clarence A. Beck- 
with. The Macmillan Company. $2.50. 


Another book on the same general theme, 
but of an entirely different nature is this 
profound historical, critical, and construc- 
tive study by the Illinois professor of Chris- 
tian theology at Chicago Theological Semi- 
nary. It is not a book for popular reading, 
but for most careful study by preachers and 
students who are seeking a scholarly treat- 
ment of this theme so basic to all religious 
beliefs. And yet it is written in a most 
clear and readable manner that will be eas- 
ily comprehended and very interesting to 
anyone who is at all concerned with the vari- 
ous conceptions of God which have been held 
by the great thinkers of the ages. Surely 
some book of this kind ought to be in every 
minister’s and Christian student’s library, 
and this one surely merits such a place. It 
is a very superior book. Sketching the his- 
torical development of the idea of God, and 
giving something of the modern necessities 
for a change of view, Professor Beckwith 
discusses in some detail the present day con- 
ceptions of God in their relation to the doc- 
trine of providence, of evil, of moral values, 
etc., together with closing chapters on the 
personality of the living God. The work is 
of enduring value and will take high rank 
among the scholarly and yet very readable 
treatises upon this subject which is so cen- 
tral of all religious faith. 


More Sermons on Biblical Characters. 
C. G. Chappell. 
pany. $1.50. 


Dr. Chappell is the very popular and suc- 
cessful pastor of one of the great Method- 
ist churches in Washington, D. C.; and one 
is not at all surprised at his popularity af- 
ter reading this book. In it he has painted 
some of the great characters of the Bible, 
such as Stephen, Nicodemus, Paul, Martha, 
in a way to make them stand out in mem- 
orable manner in one’s mind and heart— 
and in every portrait are lessons and inspi- 


By 
George H. Doran Com- 


ration. The volume will prove as popular 
with preachers and Christian readers as did 
his former “Sermons on Bible Characters.” 


The Place of the Gospel in the Develop- 
ment of Humanity. By B. J. Radford. 
The Standard Press. $1.00. 


Being a short biographical sketch and se- 
lections from addresses of one of the great 
Illinois Disciple professors of fifty years 
ago, the book will be of largest interest to 
the members of that denomination. But 
many others will find in it much of interest 
and helpfulness. 


How to Read the Bible. By Richard G. 
Moulton. The Macmillan Company. Eigh- 
ty cents. 


Professor Moulton is so widely and fav- 
orably known as a master in the literary 
study of the Bible and in the literary use 
of the Bible text to bring out its great spir- 
itual teachings, that no book of his needs 


AMUN 
The Book 


WHEN sorrows come like shocks of 
doom, 

Or faith lone staggers in the gloom— 

When phantoms rise to stock the way 

And hopes are toned to somoer gray, 
Give me one book—love’s bock— 


The Bible. 
When faith is strong and skies are 
clear, 
When joy exults and laughs through 
tears— 


When all the world is redolent 
With choicest blessings heaven sent, 
Give me one book—joy’s book— 


The Bible. 
When sunset glow has fringed life’s 
skies, 
And time and toil have dimmed these 
eyes, 


When for me comes the Pilot’s call, 
E’en then before the curtains fall 
Give me one book—God’s book— 
The Bible. 
—R. H. Ayres, in The Christian 
Evangelist. 


UN 


recommendation to Bible students with the 
modern type of mind. Anything that he 
writes is sure to be illuminating and worthy 
cf careful consideration. And while this 
little volume is the twenty-fifth, and com- 
pleting, volume of The Modern Readevr’s 
Bible, it may well be purchased separately 
and used by anyone as a guide to reading 
and studying any version of the Scriptures. 
Its chapters instruct one in the art of read- 
ing the Bible as a whole and in parts in such 
a way as to gain the most comprehensive 
and helpful knowledge of its real message 
and emphasis. 


Cut of the House of Judah. By Command- 
ant Julius H. Abrams. Fleming H. Re- 
vell Company. $1.50. 


The conversion of those of Jewish faith 
to Christianity is not an everyday experi- 
ence, and the average Christian knows little 
of the experiences through which one of 
these converts may be called upon to pass 
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—and in fact is likely to have little faith 
in the reality and genuineness of such con- 
versions. For this reason we wish that this 
record of a Jew’s conversion and experience 
and the exceptionally fine service which he 
has been rendering as a servant of Christ 
might have a wide reading. It is told in 
narrative form and will be found very in- 
teresting. 


The Gist of the Lesson. By R. A. Torrey. 
Fleming H. Revell Company. Thirty-five 
cents. 


The 1924 edition of the well known vest 
pocket Sunday-school lesson commentary by 
Dr. Torrey. It has always been quite popu- 
lar with many Sunday-school teachers. 


Cyclopedia of Sermon Outlines. By Aquil- 
Webb. George H. Doran Company. 
$3.00. 


Preachers who make use of books of ser- 
mon outlines will find this to be an unusual 
volume, fertile with suggestion. Its plan 
is to take up the Bible book by book and 
give sermon outlines for a few of the great 
texts in each book. The outlines themselves 
are from many preachers, some of them 
among the notables. The topical index adds 
to the value of the book. Such a work is 
quite useful to the busy pastor and this one 
will be found of more than ordinary merit. 


The Coming King. By William Evans. 
Fleming H. Revell Company. $1.50. 


This volume claims to be “a fair-minded 
presentation of both views of the Second 
Coming of Christ, pre-and post-millennial.” 
As such it will hold an attractive interest 
for those who are interested in this general 
theme. 


Church and Sunday School Handicraft for 
Boys. By A. Neely Hall. George H. 
Doran Company. $2.00. ; 


Here is a book that ought to prove of 
great value, not only to churches and Sun- 
day-schools, teachers and workers, but to 
parents and others who are trying io teach 
children how to develop skill with their 
hands and at the same time produce useful 
mental and spiritual lessons. There are 
nearly three hundred pages of illustrated 
directions for handwork, some of it of the 
most elementary nature, some more ad- 
vanced. It will be found a regular mine 
of suggestion for the kind of hard work 
that is coming into increasing use for the 
purpose of interesting boys in church and 
Sabbath School with the hope of safe-guard- 
ing their morals and developing wholesome 
habits through the mechanical appeal. 


Chalk Talks. By Ella M. Wood. Fleming 
H. Revell Company. $1.25. 


Another book for teachers is this Chalk 
Talks With Boys and Girls by Ella N. 
Wood. Part One is a discussion of the use 
of suggestion in teaching. Part Two is a 
collection of very effective Chalk Talks 
which anyone can give, even though he 
has little or no artistic ability. And Part 
Three is composed of examples of illus- 
trating poems and little stories. Miss Wood 
is always good and this book will be quick- 
ly sought by those who have found her 
other volumes helpful. 


A Guide to Religious Pageantry. By Ma- 
son Crum. The Macmillan Company. 
$1.25. 

Still another volume of suggestions for 
church workers is this Guide to Religious 
Pageantry. No other line of instruction has 
developed so rapidly within the past few 
years as the use of pageants—in missionary, 
Sunday-school, and other church activities. 


THE 


This exceptionally fine work by the pro- 
fessor of religious education in Columbia 
(South Carolina) College treats of the uses 
of religious pageantry, its history and de- 
velopment, and then gives several chap- 
ters of instruction for rural as well as 
city churches. Especially valuable will be 
found the chapter devoted to a discussion 
of many of the best pageants, giving prices 
and publisher. It is a long list and includes 
pageants for almost every occasion and 
need. Many pages are devoted to this, and 
the book will be widely sought for this fea- 
ture alone. 


Seeing Straight in the Sunday-school. By 
George Ezra Huntley. The Pilgrim Press. 
$1.25. , 


Uncle Hezekiah Harbinger is one of the 
most delightful writers on Sunday-school 
tepics. He has a way of putting ridicule 
and sensible observation in a humorous man- 
ner. It is a medicine that is not only pleas- 
ant to take but greatly needed in many 
schools. 


The Light That Grows. By J. M. Lawson. 
George H. Doran Company. $1.25. 


These sixteen brief sermons by a success- 
ful college pastor will be found quite read- 
able by young people as well as by preach- 
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ers seeking help for sermons to the young. 
They treat on many phases of life and faith, 
and always from a viewpoint that will ap- 
peal to youth. They make no pretense at 
profundity but contain a great deal of lucid 
reasoning. 


Our Physical Heritage in Christ. By Ken- 
neth Mackenzie. Fleming H. Revell Com- 
pany. $1.50. 


There have been so many attempts in re- 
cent years at faith healing, attempts both 
bogus and genuine, that there is by rights 
a quite extended interest in the subject of 
how far the mental and spiritual may go in 
curing physical disease. In this volume the 
author undertakes to trace the modern heal- 
ing movements and to analyze the problems 
connected therewith, and then “to construct 
a basis of belief which will appeal to every 
spiritual Christian.” How successful he 
has been in his effort will receive various an- 
swers, depending upon the experience and 
belief of the individual reader. But it is a 
subject worthy of the most careful research, 
especially in the light of the fact that so 
much emphasis is now being laid upon heal- 
ing by the Christian Science, faith cure, and 
saner church movements. This volume will 
prove very valuable in pursuing this timely 
and quite important subject. 


From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


RHODE ISLAND AND MASSACHUSETTS 
CONFERENCE 


Rice City, December 14—The work here 
is encouraging. Two of our young people 
have recently united with the church. The 
missionary interest is growing and is mani- 
festing itself in various missionary ac- 
tivities. In order to arouse interest in the 
reading of the two mission study books on 
Japan, the October missionary meeting of 
the Christian Endeavor society was given 
over to a very interesting review of the 
books. Several quilts have been made and 
sent to the orphanage at Carversville. A 
steady sale of beads and handkerchiefs is 
conducted to help Miss Williams in Porto 
Rico. Thirty-seven dollars worth of beads 
and thirty-one dollars worth of handker- 
chiefs were sold during the last year. The 
group meeting for young people, held De- 
cember 11, was very interesting and will 
attended. We feel that we were very for- 
tunate in having one of these meetings held 
in our church.—E. J. BoDMAN, Field Sec- 
retary. 


ROCKINGHAM CONFERENCE 


Amesbury, Mass. December 10—Rev. 
and Mrs. Arthur Fielder came to Amesbury 
from Danbury, Connecticut, last spring. 
Mr. Fielder preached his first sermon as 
pastor of the Amesbury Christian Church 
on April 1. The roll call and the annual 
church supper with a business meeting and 
election of officers was held about this time. 
There have been four members received 
into the church and one by baptism. On 
Rally Day the attendance was the largest 
in years. The Sunday-school attendance on 
November 11 was the largest that we have 
had for some time. Two organizations of 
the church, the Ladies’ Aid and the Willing 
Helpers, bore the expense of having the 
roof of the parsonage shingled. They also 
helped in the redecorating of the interior 
of the parsonage and are installing a steam 
heating system there. The Christian En- 
deavorers attended to the redecorating of 
two rooms, one of which was the pastor’s 
study. The Willing Helpers presented the 


eR 
pastor with a pulpit lamp. Recently a de- 
ceased member of the church left a legacy, 
part of which will be used in purchasing 
an electric blower for the organ. The 
Christian Endeavor society maintains a 
tennis court which was rebuilt last summer 
at a cost of fifty dollars. A Junior society 
has been organized by Mrs. Fielder with a 
membership of twenty. Mrs. Fielder is the 
superintendent. Mr. and Mrs. Fielder at- 
tended the Summer School at Craigville 
and each took a course. Forty-three mem- 
bers of our congregation attended the Rock- 
ingham Conference and helped the Ports- 
mouth Church celebrate its tercentenary 
anniversary. The congregation has nearly 
doubled since the arrival of Mr. and Mrs. 
Fielder. The church considers itself very 
fortunate in securing the services of a 
pastor and his wife who are both ordained 
ministers.—G. M. C. 
PERCY WARREN CASWELL, Field Secretary. 


ILLINOIS 


Olney, December 17—The Sumner Church 
and pastor are to be congratulated on the 
cornerstone laying of their new building, 
which event took place last Wednesday at 
three-thirty p. m. A brief history of the 
organization and building of the old struc- 
ture was read by Sister Mary Stoltz which 


AA 

WORK thou for pleasure—paint or 
sing or carve; 

The thing thou lovest, though the 


body starve— 
Who works for glory nurses oft the 


goal ; 

Who works for money coins his very 
soul. 

Work for the work’s sake, then, and 
it may be 

That these things shall be added unto 
thee. 


—Kenyon Coz. 
AION 
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gave many incidents of interest. Among 
the early shepherds of the flock were Elder 
N. Summerbell, Austin Hutson, and many 
others whose names I do not recall at this 
moment. It was the first church building 
erected in the town. The sermon was de- 
livered by Alvin O. Jacobs, president of the 
Wabash Conference, while the service was 
conducted by the pastor, Rev. J. M. Brad- 
bury. Old gospel songs were rendered by 
the choir in a commendable way. The stone 
was about three by five feet. The hope of 
the committee is to have the structure en- 
closd in a few weeks. It will be one of the 
best churches of the conference. The con- 
gregation is small but the folks are under- 
taking a work that requires large faith. 
No congregation unloyal to God or the 
Church could have withstood the struggles 
which have come to this church in the ~— 
gone by. The whloe conference should 
responsive to the call of this people. No 
church in the conference has been more 
loyal to the conference in gifts for aggres- 
sive work or to the whole denomination. 
May God smile his blessings richly upon 
them both temporally and spiritually. Rev. 
Chas. Mahan passed this way Saturday on 
his way to fill Bro. John Baughman’s ap- 
pointment at Hord. Bro. Baughman also 
came this way Wednesday, going to help 
Bro. Mahan at Bethsadia Church, Ind. This 
church is to celebrate its one hundredth 
anniversary this next summer. It is a his- 
toric place, the birthplace of our co-laborer 
Elder Clarence Defur. The meeting is 
starting off fine. We are glad to note the 
fine meetings at the different points. Bros. 
Hoel, Harper, and others are still engaged 
in stirring meetings. They are now in 
Tuscola, a great interest. Rev. S. Price has 
been very much indisposed of late scarcely 
able to hold his meetings. Rev. H. D. Catte 
is soon to begin special meetings at Willow 
Prairie. Interest in different lines of work 
here at Olney is growing. Some fine talent 
is being developed among the young people. 
Rev. Joe Shaw is moving from Noble to 
Olney. Rev. Frank Bell is much encouraged 
with his Louisville field. A parsonage fund 
has been started by the young pcople. Some 
weeks ago Rev. J. J. Beisiegel called a few 
minutes at our sanctum. He and his wife 
and her sister were here to visit a sick rela- 
tive at the sanitarium. Bro. Beisiegel is 
one of our busiest men and is doing a great 
work for the Master. Elder Thos. Wade is 
to go to Sandy Creek the fourth Sunday 
with a view of helping them get a new start 
in church work. They report a splendid 
C. E. society there. Rev. Carey Christy is 
getting nicely started in his pastorate at 
Winterrowd and Hope Well. Bro. Christy is 
one of our finest young men in the ministry. 
He is at U. C. C., and could take charge of 
another church. He is certainly a depend- 
able man. Our church here is to put on a 
good Christmas program. The Wo-ho-lo 
class is to take charge of the service both 
morning and evening the last Sunday in the 
old year. The pastor is to be out of town. 
This is a class in its teen age. They put on 
a fine program at the conference held in 
October.—ALVIN O. JACOBS. 


Tuscola, December 18—The special serv- 
ices closed at Tuscola on Sunday evening. 
Rev. John H. Harper spent a few days with 
us and delivered some very able addresses. 
The rain poured in abundance almost every 
day during the meetings. There were seven 
accessions to the church and many others 
have arranged to come in later. A surprise 
birthday dinner was arranged for the 
pastor at the close of the service on Sunday 
morning in the basement of the church. He 
also received some valuable gifts for which 
he is very grateful. If weather conditions 
are right we will begin at Lake Fork Jan- 
uary 8. Bro. Fasnacht is now in his meet- 
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ing at Pierson. We wish all our brethren 
good success with a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. Pray for us—I. M. 


HOEL. 
INDIANA 


Kitchel, December 13—The Father and Son 
banquet, sponsored by our energetic pastor, 
Rev. Lloyd Reich, held at the Hannahs Creek 
Church last Friday evening, was a grand suc- 
cess in every way. Tables were arranged in 
the basement where a very delicious four- 
course supper was served by the members to 
the Ladies’ Aid society of the church. Cov- 
ers were placed for even one hundred guests 
—each one receiving a little flag stick-pjn as 
a souvenir of the occasion. The decorations 
were very appropriate and beautiful. After 
the banquet the guests were invited to the 
auditorium of the church where they were 
entertained with a very appropriate program. 
This is the first occasion of the kind ever held 
in this community and probably the first in 
the county. Such meetings are good for any 
community and should be sponsored by every 
church in the country. Since we men were 
boys, it is always true that “boys will be 
boys” and if we don’t furnish entertainment 
for them they will surely find it.—The Lib- 
erty Herald. 


Albion, December 17—A_ revival which 
was recently held in the Merriam Christian 
Chapel, of Albion, Indiana, greatly strength- 
ened the church in addition to having twen- 
ty-two accessions to the church, only two of 
these being received by letter. The meet- 
ing was in charge of the writer who is at 
present the pastor, and R. E. Lucas, of 
Lebanon, Ind., had charge of the song serv- 
ice. Unusually large crowds attended from 
night to night during the entire meeting of 
nearly three weeks. One night especially 
the house was not large enough to accommo- 
date the people, and some were turned 
away. It is estimated that nearly five hun- 
dred attended some of the services. Noth- 
ing special outside of plain gospel preaching 
and good old-fashioned congregational sing- 
ing was on the program. The work is grad- 
ually increasing in numbers and collections 
also, for which we are grateful to our Heav- 
enly Father.—MINoR M. GRESSLEY, Pastor. 


Merom, December 17—My work is mov- 
ing along very nicely. We had a splendid 
service at the White Oak Church Sunday. 
We are proud of our new Christian En- 
deavor at this place and are grateful for 
the president of the society. Our young 
people are taking hold of the work splen- 
didly. We are planning to begin our special 
meeting with the Otter Creek Church of the 
Western Indiana Conference the twenty- 
sixth of this month. They have not had a 
special meeting at this place for some time 
and we feel that by the co-operation of our 
Christian workers and the power of God, we 
can see much good done in that community. 
We ask an interest in your prayers in our 
behalf. The school work at Merom is going 
good and we trust that others may come 
this way. Those who are looking for a place 
for school could do no better than to go to 
old U. C. C., for it has something to offer 
every one that is worth while and some- 
thing we all need.—CrciL LEEK, Pastor. 


Atlania, December 17—On December 9 
we closed our revival at Sand Bank with 
two additions to the church. One of the 
most heart-touching experiences the writer 
has ever had was witnessed during this 
meeting, when a young mother with a con- 
secrated heart to God’s service, brought 
forward her daughter of about three years 
of age and presented her to the church, 
acknowledging her willingness to present 
her child’s life a living witness for Jesus 
Christ. If more mothers and fathers would 
follow this example and be more concerned 
about their boys’ and girls’ welfare the 
task of evangelizing the world would be 
less difficult. We were assisted in our re- 
vival effort by Bro. Walter Klingler, of 
Harrod, Ohio. He is a great power in 
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directing the song service. Each evening 
he gave a special number which was greatly 
enjoyed by all. We heartily recommend 
Bro. Klingler to any church wishing aid 
in the line of music and personal work. 
Our church at New Hope is looking for- 
ward with great interest to the time when 
the work of rebuilding will begin. We hope 
that we-will be ready to begin with the 
coming of spring.—C. A. DUNCAN, Pastor. 


NEW YORK 


Albany, December 17—A great shadow 
has been lifted from the hearts of our pec- 
ple in the recovery of Junior, the infant 
son of Rev. and Mrs. W. C. Hook. For 
many days the little fellow’s life hung in 
the balance and we are grateful that the 
Heavenly Father has answered our prayers 
for him. The every-member canvass re- 
cently conducted resulted in an increase of 
more than nine hundred dollars per annum 
in new and enlarged pledges. The primary 





THE HARM OF CREEDS 


"THESE creedal statements do a lot 
They harm by the im- 
plication that the ultimate has been 
already reached in Christian thought, 
when all know that the ultimate has 
not been reached in any other depart- 
ment of thought. What folly to as- 
sume that theology is stationary when 
geology, biology, in fact all other olo- 
gies are growing. 


of harm. 


To affirm that any 
one man or any body of men, or any 
charted the 
whole of heaven and revealed wholly 
the God who bides in the shadows! To 


impose these pretentious chartings on 


single generation has 


generations yet unborn! 

They harm in that they divert the 
emphasis from life to doctrine. 

They harm in that they divide. 
Creeds are something more _ than 
marks of separateness, they are the 
cause of They are 
framed to keep certain folk out. 

They harm in that they keep out- 
side_ the thousands and 
thousands of sincere men who love 


separateness. 


churches 


our Lord and would have fellowship 
with his people but who cannot sub- 
scribe to certain dectrines these creeds 
Not a single one of them 
could I honestly subscribe. And there 
are millions who think as | think and 
feel as | feel.—G. H. Combs, in the 
Christian-Evangelist. 
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department is being drilled for an operetta 
to be given December 27. On Sunday eve- 
ning three of our high school boys had 
charge of the service, relaying to us the in- 
spiration they had received from the “Older 
Boys’ Conference” recently conducted by 
the Y. M. C. A. at Syracuse. It is encour- 
aging to note the increasing interest of our 
young people in the Sunday services.— 
CATHERINE M. Parvis, Church Clerk. 


OHIO 


Plattsburg, December 7—A happy crowd of people 
gathered in an informal reception at the home of 
Mrs. Gertrude Porter to welcome the new pastor, Rev. 
C. F. Baldwin, and his family into the community. 
More than one hundred people were present. Wel- 
come addresses were made for the community, the 
Sunday-school, the Christian Endeavor, and the La- 


impose. 
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dies’ Aid by Geo. Agle, H. E. Faulkner, Max Price, 
and Blanche Agile. Mr. Baldwin made a strong ap- 
peal for the help of every one in all the church 
work, especially the mid-week prayer meetings. Group 
singing was led by Carl Funderburg, music director. 
Refreshments were served and all enjoyed a never- 
to-be-forgotten evening with Mrs Porter as hostess, 
who is the oldest member in the church.—Springfield 
Sun. 


Lima, December 19—A month has 
elapsed since the coming of Bro. Ham- 
mond to our city as pastor of the Lima 
Church, and the work continues very opti- 
mistically. All services have been intensely 
interesting and the pastor’s liberal and un- 
tiring mingling: with the people of the city. 
especially those connected with the denomi- 
nation, has had a marked effect on the at- 
tendance, enthusiasm, and interest, result- 
ing in a large number of new people being 
attracted to the services which have been 
very helpful and uplifting. Six splendid 
people were received into the church without 
any particular effort along the line of a 
membership campaign, and with prepara- 
tory plans that are beginning to function 
there is every indication of further and lar- 
ger results. The prayers and co-operation 
of the Christian brotherhood in the interest 
of the Lima Church will be as “Bread cast 
upon the water.”—X. 


Fidelity, December 18—We closed a great 
series of meetings at the Sugar Grove 
Christian Church on Sunday evening, De- 
cember 16, with a full house and a great 
interest manifested by the membership 
that points to a continuous revival in this 
community. Dr. A. E. Kemp, who preached 
for us continuously for two weeks, brought 
us the pure, unadulterated gospel in his 
masterful way that stirred the souls of his 
hearers and aroused in them a desire to do 
service for the Christ he lifted up. Never 
have our good people here shown a greater 
desire for the complete evangelization of 
the community, and with but one exception, 
never have they been more loyal. The ex- 
ception is in that there is a feeling of fear 
of their fellow-man that hinders our good 
people from giving testimony and offering 
public prayer, so essential to the success of 
great meetings of this kind. We do not 
mention this as a criticism, but as a sug- 
gestion that there is something lacking in 
the religious program of today seen in al- 
most every church that it seems must lie 
in the religious education of our good peo- 
ple of this generation. God help us who 
are leaders now so to train the leaders of 
tomorow that they may be strong in those 
good works. Whole families came to the 
Lord in this series of meetings and many 
reconsecrations filled us with joy unspeak- 
able. Fourteen souls confessed Christ and 
were taken into fellowship with us on Sun- 
day. May the Lord continue to bless them 
and us, who are striving to lead the blind 
into the blessed light of his countenance.— 
S. M. Woops, Pastor. 


VIRGINIA 


Winchester, December 10—The special evangelistic 
meetings, which have been in progress for the last 
two weeks at the First Christian Church, came to a 
successful close last night. By seven-thirty the church 
was well filled, and after a spirited song service the 
pastor, Rev. J. F. Morgan, brought his closing mes- 
sage, the topic of the evening being, ‘““‘The Hidden 
Gospel.” At the decision service in the Sunday-school 
yesterday morning, Mr. Morgan made a short talk 
on the story of his own conversion. At the conclu- 
sion there were three decisions for Christ, all of 
whom united with the church. Immediately after 
this decision service the pastor brought the message 
of the morning, using as his subject, “A Refuge From 
the Storm.” This was one of the most inspiring mes- 
sages of the whole meeting. In response to his ap- 
peal at the close of the sermon there were four de- 
cisions and additions to the church. At the closing 
of the morning service the pastor sprang a surprise 
on the audience by asking them to join in a service 
known as the breaking of the Alabaster Box, which 
consisted of the shaking hands of all those present 
who had ever done them a favor. This was a very 
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sweet service and resulted in much, good toward the 
complete unity of the church. Both the pastor and 
members of the church feel much gratified at the re- 
sults of the meeting.—Winchester Evening Star. 


Dedication of Browns Wonder 


Browns Wonder new church building, 
which was dedicated on Sunday, December 
9, 1923, takes its place among our best rural 
meetinghouses. Rev. W. P. Kibbey, now in 
his sixth year of pastoral service, and who 
lives with his people, is to be congratulatea, 
along with his worthy people, for giving to 
the community facilities so modern and of 
the finest quality of material. The old 
building is completely lost in the new, only 
three walls of it being used in the recon- 
struction, and the whole exterior stuccoea. 

The church belongs to the Western Ina1- 
ana Conference, and is located about three 
miles from Lebanon, the county seat of 
Boone County, Indiana. The entire cost of 
the building was ten thousand dollars, one- 
half of which was given by one family, and 
the other half promptly supplied by the 
membership, the whole amount having been 
collected and every account fully settled be- 
fore the day of dedication. The many who 
looked at the building that day were extra- 
vagant in their praise and congratulations, 
remarking that it was one of the most com- 
plete and beautiful church buildings in that 
section of the State. 

In addition to the two regular church 
services and the formalities of dedication, 
a program of instrumental and vocal music 
and recitation had been provided and com- 
mendably rendered by those having parts. 
Mrs. Ed Henderson read a full and care- 
fully prepared history of the church, from 
December 2, 1865, when it was organized 
with fifty-three charter members, by Rev. 
J. Martin and Rev. A. L. Carney, Sr., to the 
present date. 

Rev. Mr. Martin was the first pastor. A 
frame building was erected near where the 
present building stands, which was de- 
stroyed by fire in 1877. In 1879 a brick 
building was erected, which served the com- 
munity until displaced by the present one. 

Mrs. Henderson said: “The place Browns 
Wonder Church held in the lives of the peo- 
ple of the neighborhood in its early history 
(principally with once a month preaching) 
is difficu’t for the younger generation to 
grasp to understand. There were more 
people to reach, the country being much 
more thickly settled. The minister woul 
arrive Friday evening, or at the latest hou 
Saturday morning. In the afternoon on 
Saturday, a good social service was held 
with preaching service Saturday night, with 
crowded house, nearly all young people. 
Then two services were held on the Sab- 
bath, the pastor staying in the neighbor- 
hood till Monday or Tuesday. All this gave 
a fine spiritual training and influence for 
good.” 

During the pastoral service of Rev. A. J. 
Akers, a missionary society was organized, 
which was the first of its kind to be organ- 
ized in the conference, and later the late 
Rev, Silas Mosteller organized the first 
Christian Endeavor society of the confer- 
ence. 

This church has mede a large contribu- 
tion to the moral life of the community and 
to the Kingdom of God at large, and that, 
too, under the handicap of a time of poor 
roads and inadequate provision; and now 
that it has good roads, a splendid house of 
worship, a large contingency, a devoted 
membership, and a worthy and able pastor, 
the contribution to the life of the commun- 
ity and the Kingdom of God will be greatly 
increased. 

The church maintains a well organized 


and fervently enthusiastic Sunday-schoo!, 
which, among the many good things it does, 
is to have a McKnight fund to which a reg- 
ular part of their offering is credited in 
support of Mr. and Mrs. McKnight, who 
went from the Western Indiana Conference 
to our mission field in Japan. 

During the noon hour about three hun- 
dred persons sat down to a sumptuous re- 
past in the spacious dining-room of the 
church, and to say that the dinner and the 
service did credit to the fine women who 
served it is to say what the three hundred 
who sat down hungry and rose up satisfied, 
would say is true. 

A gentleman from Indianapolis remarked 
that he had seldom seen such an intelligent, 
well dressed, and well ordered congrega- 
tion. The two sermons and the formalities 
of dedication were by the writer—J. F. 
BuRNETT, Dayton, Ohio. 


Some Observations of Churches 


(Continued from page ten) 
hand, could join the Methodists with a clear 
conscience, as there is nothing in the writ- 
ten Methodist creed about hell, and he is 
simply changing churches. 

The Christian Scientist organization, 
having no ministry and no sacraments, is 
not usually considered a church. Leaving 
this out, all Protestant churches not already 
considered may be grouped together. 


(—— 


PRAYER FOR MISSIONARIES 


O blessed Lord, who hast never 
left thyself without witnesses of thy 
goodness and power, we beseech thee 
to give assurance of thy presence to 
those who are gone forth as thine am- 
bassadors in distant lands! Sanctify 
them, we pray thee, with the Holy 
Ghost! Teach them to endure hard- 
ship! Give them perfect mastery over 
the flesh, and a ready desire to do thy 
will! Gird them with thy truth! Make 
their hearts burn with thy Word; that 
they may win souls for thy honor and 
glory! Amen.—Record of Christian 
Work. 
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Among them are none claiming to be “the 
Church,” nor do any assume doctrinal ex- 
clusiveness today. While their ministers 
may discuss fine points in theology, the lay- 
man knows little about them, and cares less. 
People pass easily from one denomination 
to another, according to location, or because 
their friends are there, or because of social 
or business reasons, or on account of mari- 
tal or other relationships. 

Now, while there is nothing in the doc- 
trines of this last group, as doctrines are 
understood today, to keep them separated, 
there are other influences which may keep 
them apart a long time. One of these is 
social status. In most sections Presby- 
terians and Congregationalists are consid- 
ered of a higher social standing than Meth- 
odists. The “highbrow” element is usually 
Episcopalian, Presbyterian, or Congrega- 
tional. This is where we find the literary 
people, the musicians, the artists, the finan- 
cial leaders. Methodists and Baptists are 
very likely to be the business men, the in- 


dustrial workers, the common people gen- 
erally. The rule is not without exceptions, 
but is workable in most localities. 


The amount of effort a church member 
wishes to put forth has a good deal to do 
with his church affiliations. Some denomi- 
nations are pushing, aggressive, determine] 
on success; and the members are expected 
to help in this. Others are quieter, with 
less missionary enterprise; and those loving 
“ease in Zion” like this restfulness, as they 
need to spend little effort to hold a respect- 
able place in their church, and consequently 
in their little world. Of course such a 
course of action does not have much to com- 
mend it, but we are trying to tell things 
as they are. 

But perhaps differences in administration 
are as important as anything in keeping 
the denominations apart. People disagree 
today on church government as they did 
when James O’Kelley left the Methodist 
Episcopal Church over a hundred years 
ago. Perhaps the years have brought re- 
flection and wisdom to all parties, even re- 
garding church administration; but the 
question is, Could the churches unite on a 
common method of government today? The 
Christian Church, with the Congregational, 
the Baptist, and some others, clings to com- 
plete local self-government. The Presby- 
terians have their local presbyteries and 
their general assembly. These have author- 
ity, and the Presbyterian Church is a com- 
pact body. The Methodist Episcopal Church 
exercises much greater authority, appoint- 
ing ministers to locations as it sees fit, 
sometimes with and sometimes without the 
consent of those who pay the salaries. But 
between the Congregational looseness of 
ties and the Methodist closeness of admin- 
istration there is a gulf. The free Con- 
gregational or Christian minister will not 
sign away his liberty and take orders from 
some one higher up, while the Methodist 
claims his system vindicates itself by its 
greater efficiency, and that he is willing to 
sacrifice his freedom for the good of the 
whole enterprise. Now, which one is ready 
to give up his ideas for the sake of union? 
It is true that the Christian Church has 
more supervision than formerly, and that 
the Methodists are less autocratic; but the 
two systems are even yet wider apart than 
their doctrinal beliefs. 


Personally, I have never been able to see 
where any general gain has come about, or 
could come about, by organic union of all 
churches. I have never interpreted Jesus’ 
prayer “that all may be one” in any other 
way than that of spiritual oneness, and do 
not see how it could be interpreted any 
other way. That being the case, of what 
importance is organic union? Organization 
and administration of the Church in its 
various branches are bound to vary with 
conditions, and conditions are different in 
the Twentieth Century than in the First. 
I do not think Jesus had any thoughts 
about church administration when he ut- 
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tered that prayer; and visible church union 
means simply unified administration, and 
nothing more. 

There are some overchurched communi- 
ties that would be benefited by less denom- 
inations, but on the other hand there are 
some places that might be benefited by 
more. I recall an instance of one small 
town where there was only one church, a 
Methodist. The pastor said afterward it 
was the meanest church he had ever served. 
The people, having a monopoly of church 
privileges, would only let certain ones join, 
making a sort of social club of the organi- 
zation and keeping out those the leaders 
did not happen to like. 

Another case was when a visiting Con- 
gregational pastor told a combined Congre- 
gational and Methodist audience in a small 
town never to unite. Federation was all 
right, he said, but union was a failure. He 
had served such a church, it appeared, and 
it was so dead it took almost an earthquake 
to get anything started. The result of his 
experience was that he believed a little 
healthful competition better. 

Sush instances should not be, of course; 
but there are such things, just the same, 
and there is no use denying facts. Then 
again, they prove nothing beyond local con- 
ditions; but the same may be said where 
union churches have succeeded. The truth 
is that there seems but little either gained 
or lost by such union as has been accom- 
plished. It would be pleasant to know that 
all union movements have been successful, 
but we feel that this would not be express- 
ing the facts. : 

If union on a large scale should be at- 
tempted, I am not convinced that the Chris- 
tian Church has the right program to offer. 
A union on a basis furnished by some 
church which has a better record for growth 
and influence will stand a larger chance 
among us Americans, for we believe in in- 
erease and progress.—East Cleveland, Ohio. 


The Miracles of Jesus 


(Continued from page ten) 


souls to remain within the circle of their 
influence without bringing them to Christ 
or directing Christ to them. This is the 
chief business of the Church and the only 
excuse for its perpetuation. Simon Peter 
and the other disciples lived up to their 
profession. Why not the Church today? 

The proof of faith is service. “And im- 
mediately she arose and ministered unto 
them.” This was the ministry‘ of love, the 
assurance of gratitude, an expression of 
faith. Recently I heard a paper read and 
the idea was emphasized that people 
“achieve salvation through service.” This is 
foreign to Christ’s method. Salvation can- 
not be achieved through service; but serv- 
ice is a very good proof of salvation. It 
was our late President Warren G. Harding 
who said, “Service is the supreme commit- 
ment of life. I should rejoice to proclaim 
the era of the Golden Rule and crown it 
with the autocracy of service.” And there 
is no more effective way for the Church to 
show the world the value of the Golden 
Rule than through service to humanity. 
This was one of the chief ends of Christ’s 
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life on earth. It was Clement of Alexan- 
dria who said, “At all times, God, the lover 
of men, clothed himself with man to the 
attainment of the salvation of men.” Christ 
was not afraid of his job. He loved it. He 
showed man how it could be done and com- 
missioned man to carry on. Henry Ward 
Beecher once said, “The world is to be 
cleansed by somebody and you are not called 
of God if you are ashamed to scrub and 
scour.” 

The task of the Church is great. The 
world is writhing in the cesspool of the 
most hideous misconceptions. This is the 
supreme tragedy of the Twentieth Century. 
In the existing national, international, so- 
cial, industrial, moral, and spiritual crises, 
the Church of God can make its voice heard 
if it will. And its ability to apply the 
principles of Christianity in this day of 
selfish prosperity, extravagant living, social 
ambitions, moral decay, international dis- 
putes, and religious indifference will deter- 
mine its growth and greatness. With vision 
and vigor the Church must rise up and 
make its ministry effective by incarnating 
and visualizing the principles of the Healer 
of men. f 

Pleasant Hill, Ohio. 


Carversville Christian Orphanage 


Since our last report the following special 
offerings have been received: 


Antioch Sunday-school, $3.12; Blanchard Sunday- 
school, $2.45; Ingleside Sunday-school, $10.00; S. 
Portsmouth Christian Church, $1.00; Ladies’ aid so- 
ciety, Orangeport, $50.00; Prosperity Sunday-school, 
$4.00; Locktown Sunday-school, $8.00; Mrs. Lillian 


—_————— 


THE CHURCH 
THE church—Protestant and Roman 


Catholic—is the only institution 
in society whose sole task is to study 
and interpret the spirit of Jesus to the 
world. For this cause the church was 
founded. If it fails to teach its su- 
preme value of every individual soul 
in the sight of God and ceases to pro- 
claim service and sacrifice as the laws 
of his kingdom, its influence upon civ- 
ilization will become negligible and 
some other agency will take the place 
of the church in the task of redeem- 
ing civilization. On the other hand, 
if the church proclaims courageously 
and fearlessly the whole message of 
Jesus and seeks to test society by this 
standard, its power will increase and 
its influence spread throughout the 


world.—Governor Wm. E. Sweet. 






Day, on support of children, $15.00; Carversville Sun- 
day-school, $2.78; N. Weber, on support of child, 
$50.00; Special on entertainment, $47.25; George E. 
Schaffer, $10.00; C. E., First Franklin, $5.00; A, T. 
Langley, $5.00; Tullytown Christian Church, $15.00; 
Madisonville Sunday-school, $3.28 ; Madisonville Chris- 
tian Church, $24.50; George Weber, $10.00; Hixville 
Christian Church, $2.00; Smith Mills Sunday-school, 
$3.76; North Westport Sunday-school, $2.50; Ansonia 
Sunday-school, $14.87; Joseph Holman, $5.00; Rev. E. 
E. Hoffman, $5.00; Viola Wack, $10.00; Mrs. F. R. 
Beach, $10.00; F. R. Beach, $10.00; Mrs. A. I. Sup- 
plee, $10.00; Mr. Siegle, $5.00; Mrs. F. E. Gaige, 
$5.00; Miss Ina Hennison, $5.00; Mrs. Carr, $5.00; 
Wm. Vanderbilt, $5.00; Mrs. Rose Cook, $2.00; Spe- 
cial collection, Finesville, $11.26; People’s Christian 
Church, $18.41; Wolfeboro Christian Church, $10.00; 
Jesse Hadfield, on support of children, $39.87; W. E. 
Bassler, $5.00; Missionary Society, York and Cumber- 
land Conference, $25.00; Milford Sunday-school, $30.- 
86; Warren S. Weller, $10.00; J. F. Burnett, Secre- 
tary, $9.10; Hilton Christian Church, $25.00; C. E. of 
N. J. Christian Conference, $7.00; Freehold Christian 
Church, $100.00; N. Y. Central Conference, $30.00: 
Orangeport Sunday-school, $2.97; Mr. Kerr, $5.00; 
Dr. O. S. Thomas, Secretary, $29.53; Primary Depart- 
ment, Kittery, Me., $7.00; John Davison, $5.00; An- 
drew Corsner, on support of children, $31.00; Bethel 
Sunday-school, $2.10; Mrs. Wilson, on support of 
children, $20.00; Mrs. Edith Morton, on support of 
children, $15.00; Frank Tettemer, $15.00; Mrs. L. E. 
Day, $12.50; Dr. W. H. Hainer, $10.00; Susan Green 
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missionary society, $4.00; entertainment, Barron's 
Hall, $136.15. 
THANKSGIVING OFFERINGS 


North Christian Church, $10.00; A. U. Shepherd, 
$25.00; Rev. A. A. Koons, $5.00; Miss Grace I. Morell, 
$2.00; W. M. S., Gulf Mills, $10.00; Miss Flora E. 
Jennings, $1.00; Webster S. Achey, $1.00; Arthur 
H. Bull, $5.00; Achushnet Sunday-school, $2.00; An- 
tioch, Ohio, Sunday-school, $10.00; N. Buckner and 
son, $5.00; Mrs. N. A. Whitman, $1.00; A. Ely Coop- 
er, $2.00; Mrs. A. J. Porter, $1.00; Mt. Vision Chris- 
tian Church, $10.00; Mrs. Anna Grafly, $1.00; Mrs. 
Amy Edwards, $5.00; Ladies’ aid society, Irvington, 
$25.00; J. J. Conroy, $5.00; Jr. C. E., Vanderveer 
Park, $5.00; Barker D. Leich, $5.00; Arthur M. East- 
burn, $5.00; H. F. Betz, $5.00; Hyde Park Sunday- 
school, $2.55; Boomville Sunday-school, $7.50; Mr. 
and Mrs. C. R. Becker, $5.00; Mr. and Mrs. E. E. 
Davidson, $1.00; Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Davidson, 
$2.00; W. F. Paxson, $1.00; A. S. Hellyer, $1.00; 
Miss Addie Conrad, $1.00; Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Pres- 
ton, $10.00; Charles T. Eastburn, $1.00; Mr. and 
Mrs. Amos Carver, $1.00; C. M. Samsel, $1.00; Port- 
land Sunday-school, $3.04; Vanderveer Park Sunday- 
school, $10.55; West Mansfield Christian Church, $6.- 
25; M. Orban, Jr., $100.00; Union Hill Christian 
Church, $6.25; Mr. and Mrs. C. Allen Knight, $5.00; 
Mrs. P. R. Slack, $5.00; Frank Smith, $5.00; Miss 
Sarah Kessler, $1.00; Mrs. W. H. Bartleman, $1.00; 
Mr. and Mrs, Velder, $1.00; Miss Lizzie Worthing- 
ton, $1.00; Dr. J. H. Bishop, $1.00; Mrs. Carrie Spen- 
cer, $1.00; Mrs. Carver, $1.00; Miss Ruth Knowles, 
$1.00; W. J. Underwood, $2.00; James Petrie, $2.00; 
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Funk, $2.00; Dr. R. C. Magill, 


$2.00; Mrs. D. W. Spoor, $1.00; Mr. and Mrs. J. ~ 


Howard Paxson, $2.00; Mrs. Harriet Thomas, $10.00; 
Dr. Charles E. Wagg, $5.00; Chapmantown Christian 
Church, $11.25; Mrs, Howard Flack, $1.00; Harry R. 
Barrett, $5.00; Spencerville, Sunday-school, $12.06; 
Columbus Grover Sunday-schooi, $8.81; Circle Hill 
Sunday-school, $5.00; R. I. Clymer, $10.00; Dunfee 
Sunday-school, $3.15; Landesville Christian Church, 
$3.50; Arthur Oldaker, special, $5.00; Fairview Sun- 
day-school, $7.40; G. W. Morrow, $5.00; Jerome Deck- 
er, $5.90; Mrs. Bertha Durfee, $5.00; Mrs. Emma T. 
Powell, $5.00; Miss Eliza Turner, $5.00; Mr. and 
Mrs. John Shupe, $5.00; Mr. and Mrs. Russel Shupe, 
$5.00; Dr. J. F. Burnett, Secretary, $10.00; World 
Wide Mission Class, $6.75; James B. Walton, $1.00; 
Pittsfied Sunday-school, $3.00; F. R. Woodard, 
$15.00; Hopewell Christian Church, $5.80; Mrs. Ida 
M. Harding, $5.00; Frank E. Wood, $5.00; Fairview 
Christian Church, Pa., $20.00; Eden Sunday-school, 
$5.50; Rural Grove Christian Church, $5.70; Water- 
ford Christian Church Sunday-school, $5.40; Jerusa- 
lem Christian Church, $17.05; North Rush Christian 
Church, $22.85; Leaf River Christian Church, $6.50; 
Mr. and Mrs. James Hagen, $3.00; Harrisville Chris- 
tian Church, $8.16; Teegarden Sunday-school, $11.00; 
James S. Frost, $5.00; Gulf Mills Christian Church, 
$18.72; Gulf Mills Sunday-school, $28.81; Lees Creek 
Christian Church, $14.16; Trotwood Christian Church, 
$8.80; Ladies’ aid society, Westerly, on support of 
children, $45.00; Bakerville Sunday-school, $.50; Pri- 
mary Class, Piqua, Ohio, $2.50; Blanchard Sunday- 
school, $18.35; Freedom, IIl., Christian Church, $3.00; 
John R. Franke, $10.00; George R. Weber, $10.00. 


L. F. JOHNSON, Superintendent. 
Carversville, Pa. 


Kingdom Enlistment Week at 
, Wakarusa 


With great confidence in the program 
adopted by the Board of Evangelism and 
Life Service of the Christian Church, plans 
were laid to carry it out at Wakarusa, In- 
diana. It was shown by the pastor that the 
order would be somewhat different from the 
ordinary revival effort, and that much more 
personal work would be necessary, but the 
time would be limited. 

As a preparation for the campaign, meet- 
ings of an inspirational character were con- 
ducted every evening, also three day services 
the week preceding. On Thanksgiving Day 
a union service was conducted in the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church of the town, the pas- 
tor of the Christian Church delivering the 
sermon. Rev. McD. Howsare, Executive 
Secretary of Evangelism and Life Service, 
arrived in time to preach on Sunday, De- 
cember 2. 

Monday morning, at about eight o’clock, 
local workers arrived at the headquarters 
room in the church. A list of two hundred 
seventy-two prospects had been provided. 
After reducing this list to about one hun- 


dred fifty they were assigned to teams, 


which had been arranged on the basis of 
congeniality and time. Monday and Tues- 
day were devoted entirely to assignments 
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Just Among Ourselves 


or pen, one of the saddest is this: 

A pastor trying to serve his people 
without taking his denominational paper, 
The Herald of Gospel Liberty. Can you 
imagine such a thing? Well, you do not 
have to do so, as we have a number of just 
such pastors. Just about how much do you 
suppose he can enlighten his people con- 
cerning the work of his denomination at 
large when he is entirely isolated from it 
himself? 

Where there is no vision, the people per- 
ish (Prov. 29:18). Now then, is it any 
wonder that so many of our churches are in 
a dying condition? It is well said, “No 
man liveth to himself,” and it is equally 
true that no church can live very long by 
itself. It must co-operate with and have 
the co-operation of its sister churches. If 
it does not have this vital touch the interest 
will soon begin to wane and decay, and death 
is the inevitable. And then, some will won- 
der what it is all about. Everything having 
life, whether physical or spiritual, is either 
growing and becoming larger and stronger 
day by day or it is decaying and growing 
weaker. The one or the other is the true 


WwW. think of all sad things of tongue 


and cataloging. From six to twelve persons 
were about the table constantly at work. 
Two typewriters were in use a great deal, as 
well as a telephone, which was installed for 
the purpose. 

Wednesday was a day of prayer. The 
book of the Acts of the Apostles was read 
through in the chapel of prayer and medita- 
tion, a room set aside for that purpose. At 
different times all during the day individ- 
uals and groups would be in the room pray- 
ing and reading. 

On Thursday the majority of the twenty 
teams of some forty persons assembled in 
the headquarters room for instruction and 
prayer. Then all went to homes, business 
places, or wherever the prospects could be 
found. The workers presented the claims 
of Jesus Christ and asked the individual to 
sign a card of decision for Christ. During 
these three days cottage prayer meetings 
were held in different parts of the town, at- 
tended by persons not doing personal work 
at that time. When noon came the work- 
ers assembled again at the church where 
dinner was served. Brief informal reports 
were made, needed rest was had, and the 
work was then resumed. This work was 
continued over Thursday, Friday, Saturday. 


condition of every life today. It always has 
been so and always will be. Knowing this 
truth, can you, Brother Pastor, afford even 
to think of trying to get along out of touch 
and sympathy and uninformed as to our 
denominational program and the larger in- 
terests of the Kingdom, or have your people 
do so? 

Think it over carefully and prayerfully 
and then decide to get into line for a finer, 
larger, and more effective service for the 
Christ of Galilee. Show us one of our 
churches whose pastor and people are reg- 
ular readers of The Herald of Gospel Lib- 
erty, and we will show you a church that 
is not only very much alive, but one that is 
doing and accomplishing things worth while 
because its pastor and people have a world 
vision for service. This may seem a new 
doctrine to some. We would ask all such 
to try it for themselves and be convinced as 
to its merits. No pastor should consider 
putting The Herald into the homes of his 
people as a matter of choice, but as a duty 
he owes to his people. 

A. F, CHASE, 
Circulation Manager. 


In case that decisions were not secured, 
cards were exchanged with other workers 
and the second visit made whenever there 
seemed any hope for a favorable decision. 

A children’s meeting was conducted fol- 
lowing the close of public school on Friday. 
In the same evening a special young peo- 
ple’s service was held with a social period 
following the public meeting. Rev. Alfred 
M. Hurst, student pastor of the Riverside 
Christian Church, of Elkhart, preached a 
very helpful sermon to the young people and 
gave a talk at the social hour. 


We should not fail to mention that the 
Hi-Y Club of the high school attended on 
Tuesday evening in a body. Thus was spe- 
cial stress given to young life. 

A feature of a very striking nature was 
that on Friday night when Brother How- 
sare conducted the service unveiling the life 
service flag. The flag has six stars, each 
representing a life service recruit gone out 
from Wakarusa Christian Church. There 
was added impressiveness in view of the fact 
that two of those recruits were present— 
Rev. John Hartman, who offered prayer, and 
Mrs. Ruth Stewart Simmons, who sang a 
beautiful solo and was song director 
throughout the effort. 


(23) 1147 


On Sunday morning the sermon was on 
“The Church.” Following this an appeal 
was made for members, both by confession 
and transfer. Thirty-two persons came for- 
ward. At the evening meeting two more 
united with the church, making thirty-four 
persons who united on that day. Including 
all who took a forward step towards Christ 
by open confession, transfer, or renewal, 
there were fifty-six persons. 

The valuable results accruing to the Wa- 
karusa Christian Church cannot be tabu- 
lated in figures. Aside from a general up- 
lift of those within and without the church, 
there was developed power for service on 
the part of the membership. Bro. Howsare 
added much instruction along the lines of 
church work and the attitude the members 
should bear towards the business of the 
Kingdom, locally as well as abroad. The 
pastor wishes to say that any church is 
most fortunate in securing Bro. Howsare’s 
services. We would most heartily commend 
his splendid work to any church or pastor, 
not alone for the sake of obtaining conver- 
sions, but also for his helpfulness to the 
general interests of the Kingdom. It is to 
be hoped that pastors and churches gener- 
ally may take advantage of these demonstra- 
tions as conducted at Warren and Waka- 
rusa, Indiana, and as shall yet be conducted, 
and will put on similar programs. 

Continuation of effort is planned for by 
the organization of a class of workers in 
training for personal work, using the text 
book, “Evangelism of Youth.” 

CLARENCE DEFUR. 

Wakarusa, Indiana. 


oO 


My character today is, for the most part, 
simply the resultant of all the thoughts I 
have ever had, or all the feelings I have ever 
performed. Character is, for the most part, 


simply habit become fixed—Charles H. 
Parkhurst. 


Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


H. Russell Clem, 500 Pine St., Fall River, Mass. 
Lelah Weatherby, Madison Ave., Athens, Ohio. 
Clark A. Denison, R. R. 4, Dayton, Ohio. 

B. S. Barton, R. R. 2, Earlton, Kans. 
Frederick Cooper, 707 Boston St., Indianola, Iowa. 
Walter Fasnacht, Pierson, IIL. 

S. M. Milholland, R, R. 1, Superior, Nebr. 





A. C. Youmans, 15 Bartlett St., Haverhill, Mass. 

B. W. Stoddard, 733 East 33d St., Indianapolis, Ind. 
A. S. Ryan, Olcott, West Virginia. 

Treat Evans, Higby, Ohio. 

Lovell D. Hammond, 609 W. Spring St., Lima, Olio. 





CHANDELIERS 


The Mt, Sterling, Ohio, Church has four good 
oxidized brass chandeliers, each having five electric 
and five gas lights, which will be sold very cheaply 
to any church that can use them. Write to Mr. 
A. S. Alkire, Mt. Sterling, Ohio. 





EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF THE NEW ENG- 
LAND CHRISTIAN CONVENTION AND 
ALLIED SOCIETIES 


The New England Christian Convention, the Home 
and Foreign Missionary Society of the Denomination 


Wednesday, January 2, at eleven a. m. New by-laws 


property. ecessary legal 
taken for the incorporation of the New 
Christian Convention, Inc., and the amalgamating 
of the three present societies into the new incorp¢ra- 
tion as well as the passing over of all properties, 
real estate and the new 
Other business may also be transacted. 
Hexsert M. HAtner, Secretary. 
WILuiAM G. SARGENT, President. 





Special Book Bargains 


Prices quoted below apply only to our present stock as indicated. 
When the supply of any book is exhausted, we retain the privilege of 
substituting with another book of the same price. These books are new 
and while a few are slightly shelfworn, all are in good condition. Cash 
must accompany all orders and no books are returnable on this offer. This 
is a rare opportunity; especially for Mission workers and Libraries. 


Stock Publisher’s Special 
Price Price 
41 copies “Rising Church in Non-Christian Lands.” Paper.$ .40 

_ “Rising Church in Non-Christian Lands.” Cloth. 60 
“World Mission and World Peace.” Cloth. ........ .60 
“Home Missions in Action.” Cloth. .................. .60 
“Home Missions in Action.” Paper. -............... 3D 
“Ministers of Mercy.” Paper. -......................... 
“Ministers of Mercy.” Cloth. 
“With God in the World.” Cloth. —................... 
“The King’s Highway.” Cloth. -.................... 
“The King’s Highway.” Paper. -...................... 
“Christ in Everyday Life.” Cloth. -................... 
“Heroes of the Cross in America.” Paper. ...... 
“An African Trail.” Board. 
“All Along the Trail.” Board. -............................ 
“Paths of Labor.” Cloth. 
“Efficiency Points.” Cloth. 
ge 
wy Sg 
“Children of the Lighthouse.” Board. -............... 
“Old Spain in New America.” Cloth. -............ 
“Old Spain in New America.” Paper. -........... 
“Hin: Cr Ce TG II scsiscsnnsccnesseniieeenee 
“Building With India.” Paper. -......................... 


Address all orders to 


The Christian Publishing Association 


Fifth & Ludlow Sts. Dayton, Ohio. 








